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: F THE | 
|| PROGRESS 

7 Or: T7 HSE 
Reformation of Manners, 


IN 


England, Scotland, and Ireland, 


And other Parts of Europe and America. 


With ſome Reaſons and plain Directions for our hearty | | 
P and vigorous Proſecution of this Glorious Work. 


In a Letter to a Friend. 


— 


— — 


| To which is added, | 
The Special Obligations of MAGISTRATES, 


| to be diligent in the Execution of the Penal. Laws | | 
againſt Prophazeneſs and Debauchery, for the Effect- 
ing of a National Reformation. | 


| | The Twelfch Edition with conſiderable Additions. 


F 


printed and Sold by Joſeph Downing in Bartholomew-Cloſe 
| near Veſt-Smithfield, 1704. 
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By the QUEEN, 
For the Encouragement of 


PIETY and VIRTUE, 

And for the Preventing and Puniſhing of $4 

Vite, Prophaneneſs, and Inmorality. 
| XI, AL&HEREAS on Our Acceſſon to the 

— Throne, We thovght fit, by the Ad- 

vice of Our Privy Council, to Iflue 
out Our Royal Proclamation, for 
the Encouragement of Pieiy and Vir- 
tue, and for the Preventing and Pu- 
niſhing of Vice, Prophaneneſs , and 


Inmoratity: And whereas We have 
been informed, That Our Laws 


mentioned in the ſaid Proclamation have not been executed 
according to Our Juſt Expectation and Commands; We moſt 
ſerioully and religiouſly conſidering, That it is an indiſpen- 
ſible Duty on Us, to be careful, above all other things, to 
preſerve-and advance the Honour and Service of Almighty God,, 
and to diſcourage and ſuppreſs all Fice, Prophaneneſs, Debaucke- 
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By the OYJUEEN, 


, and Immorajity, which are ſo highly diſpleaſing to God, ſo. 


great a Reproach to Our Religion and Government, and ( by 
means of the frequent ill Examples of the Practicers thereof } 
have fo fatal a Tendency to the Corruption of many of Our 
Loving Subjects, otherwiſe Religiouſly and Virtuouily diſpoſed, 
and which, if not timely remedied) may jultly draw down the 
Dieine Vengeance on Us and Our Kingdoms: We alſo humbly 
acknowledging, That We cannot expect the Bleſſing and Good- 
neſs of Almighty God (by whom Kings and Queens Reign) 
and on which We entirely rely ) to make Our Reign happy and 
proſperous to Our Self and Our People,nor hope for the Divine 
Aſliſtance todeliver Us from the great and imminent Dangers 
which Our Kingdoms and the true Proteſtant Relivion Efta- 
bliſhed among Us, are in this preſent Juncture threatned with, 
without a Religious Obſervance of God's Holy Laws : To 
the Intent therefore, that Religion, Piety, and good Man- 
ners may (according to Our moſt hearty Deſire) flouriſh and 
increaſe under Our Adminiſtration and Government, We have 
thought fit (by the Advice of Our Privy Council) to iſſue this 
Our Royal Proclamation, and do hereby declare Our Royal 
Purpoſe and Reſolution to diſcountenance and puniſh all man- 
ner of Vice, Prophaneneſs, and Immorality, in all Perſons of what- 
ſoever Degree or Quality, within this Our Realm, and parti- 
cularly in ſuch as are employed near Our Royal Perſon ; and 
that for the greater Encouragement of Relivion and Morality, 
We will, upon all Occaſions, diſtinguiſh Perſons of Piety and 
Virtue, by Marks of Our Royal Favour. And we do expect 
and require, that all Perſons of Honour, or in place of Au— 
thority , will give good Example by their own Virtue and 
Piety, and to their utmoſt, contribute to the diſcountenancing 
Perſons of diſſolute and debauched Lives, that they being by 
that means reduced to Shame and Contempt, for their looſe 


a d evil Actions and Behaviour, may be thereby alſo enforced. 


the ſooner to reform their ill Habirs and Practices, and that the 
vilible Diſpleaſure of good Men towards them, may as far 5s 
it is poilible) ſupply what the Laws (probably) cannct alto- 
gether prevent. And We do hereby Hrictly enj2in and pro- 
hibit all Our Loving Subjects, of what Tegree or Quality fo 
ever, from Playing on the Lerd's-Day at ie, Curd, or any 


ether 
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other Game whatſoever, either in Publick or Private Houſes, 
or other Place or Places whatſoever ; and do hereby require 
and command them, and every of them, decently and reve- 
rently to attend the Worſhip of God on every Lord's:Cay, 
on Pain of Our higheſt Diſpleaſure, and of beige proceeded a- 
gainſt with the utmoſt Rizorr that may be by Law. And 
tor the more effectual Reforming of all ſuch Perſons, who, by 
reaſon of their diſſolute Lives and Converſations, are a Scandal 
to Our Kingdom, Our further Pleaſure is, and We do hereby 
ſtrictly Charge and Command all Our Judges, Mayors, Sheriffs, 
Juſtices of the Peace, and all other Our Officers, and Miniſters, 
both Eccleſiaſtical and Civil, and all other our Subjects whom it 
may concern, to be very vigilant and ſtrict in the Diſcovery, 
and the effectual Proſecution and Puniſhment of all Perſons who 
ſhall be guilty of exceſſive Printing, Blaſphemy, Prophane Swear- 
ing and Curſing, Lewdneſs, Prophanation of the Lord's- Day, or 
other Diſſolute, Immoral, or Diſorderly Practices; and that 
they take Care alſo effectually to ſuppreſs all Bawdy-Houlſes, 
Publick Gaming Houſes and Places, and other Diſorderly 
Houſes, and to put in Execution the Statute made in the Nine 
and Twentieth Year of the Reign of Our late Royal Uncle 
King Charles the Second, Intituled, An Act for the better Obſerva- 
tion of the Lord's-Day, commonly called Sunday; and alſo an Act 
of Parliament made in the Ninth Year of the Reign of Our hate 
dear Brother King Miiam the Third, Intituled, An At for 
the more cffettual Sppreſſing of Blaſphemy and Prophaneneſs ; and 
all other Laws now in Force for the Puniſning and Suppreſſing 
any of the Vices aforcſaid; and alſo to ſuppreſs and prevent all 
Gaming whatſoever in Publick or Private Houſes on the Lord's- 
Day, and likewiſe that they take effectual Care to prevent all 
Perſons keeping Taverns, Chocolate-Houſes, Coſtee- Houſes, or 
other Publick Houſes whatſoever, from ſelling Wine, Choco- 
late, Coffee, Ale, Beer, or other Liquors, or Receiving or 
Permitting Gueſts to be or remain in ſuch their Houſes on the 
Lord's-Day, (except in caſe of Neceſſity and Charity) as they 
will anſwer it to Almizhty God, and upon Pain of Our bigheſt 
Diſpleaſure. And for the more effectual proceeding, herein 
Wiͤ do hereby direct and command all Our Judges of àſſize an 
Jnſtices of the Peace, to give ſtrict Charges at their reſpective 
Aſſizes 


By the DYE E N, Ge. 
Aſßzes and Seſſions, for the due Proſecution and Puniſhment of 
all Perſons that ſhall preſume to offend in any of the kinds afore- 
ſaid, and alſo of all Perſons that, contrary to their Duty, ſhall 
be remiſs or negligent in putting the ſaid Laws in Execution; 
and that they do at their reſpective Aſſizes and Quarter-Seſſions 
of the Peace, cauſe this Our Proclamation to be publickly read in 
open Court, immediately before the Charge is given. And 
We do hereby further charge and command every Miniſter in 
bis reſpective Pariſh-Church or Chappel, to read or cauſe to be 
read this Our Proclamation, at leaſt Four times in every Year, 
immediately after Divine Service, and to incite and ſtir up their 
reſpective Auditories to the Practice of Piety and Virtue, and 
avoiding of all Immorality and Prophanegeſs. And to the 
End that all Vice and Debanchery may be prevented, and Reli- 
gion and Virtue practiſed by all Officers, private-Soldiers, 
Mariners, and others, who are employed in Our Service, by 
Sea or Land, We do hereby ſtrictly charge and command all 
Our Commanders and Officers whatſoever, that they do take 
Care to avoid all Prophaneneſs, Debauckery, and other Immo- 
ralities ; and that by their own good and virtuousLives and Con- 
verſations, they do ſet. good Examples to all ſuch as are under 
their Care and Authority, and likewiſe take Care of and inſpe& 
the Behaviour of all ſuch as are under them, and to puniſh all 
thoſe who ſhall be guilty of any the Offences aforeſaid, as ey 


will be anſwerable for the ill Conſequences of their Negle 
herein. 


Given at Our Court at St. James's the Five and Twentieth D 
of February, 1702. In the F Tear of Our Reign. 


G OD Save the QUEEN. 
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PROGRESS 


OF THE 
Reformation of Manners, &. 


SIR, 
I Suppoſe that you have heard of the Attempts that 


have been made for the Promoting of a Reforma- 

tion of Manners, by the Execution of the Pexal-Laws 
againſt Prophaneneſs and Debauchery, begun by ſome 

few Perſons of the Church of Eugland, and moſt of them 
private Men: That theſe Endeavours have had a very 
great Succeſs, (particularly for the Suppreſſing of Pro- 
phane Swearing and Curſing, Drunkenneſs, and Prophanation 
of the Lord's-Day, and the giving a Check to the Open 
Lewdneſs that was ated in many of our Streets) and 
have been publickly and folemnly Approved by a con- 
ſiderable Number of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, 
and Honourable Judges of the Kingdoms of England and 
Ireland; and have been countenanced occaſionally, and 
in another manner, by moſt of the other of our Right 
Rs Reverend 


DP 5 


(8) 
Reverend Biſhops, in their Circular Letters, printed 1699. 
(of which I ſhall take ſome farther notice.) But you 
may not be acquainted, That His late Majeſty having 
this Affair laid before him by one of his Chief Miniſters 
of State, promiſed the Societies not only his ProteCtion, 
but Countenance : And that our preſent Illuſtrious 
QUEEN, fince the iſſuing out of Her Proclamation 
againſt Vice and Prophaneneſs, hath. been graciouſly 
pleaſed to ſignifie Her Approbation of this Work: That 
theſe Endeavours are carrying on in moſt Parts of this 
Kingdom, and in many of thoſe of Treland, as ] could 
enumerate to you if twere neceſſary: and have been 
applauded and recommended in a publick manner, as fit 
to be imitated by ether Chriſtian States, by the Com- 
miſſioners of ſeveral French Churches, who were ap- 
pointed to take this Affair into their Conſideration ; 
and have been lately very ſolemnly Approved by divers 
of the Nobility, and by the Commiſſioners of the Gene- 
ral Aſſembly of the Church of Scotland, where this Work 
is now ſo far advanced, that beſides the Secieties for Re- 
formation lately ſet up in other Parts of that Kingdom, 
there were (we are informed) ſome Months ſince, 
Thirteen of theſe Societies in the City of Edinburgh 
alone ; in which City, the Magiſtrates have, upon this 
Occaſion, lately erected a new Court againſt Immorality ; 
and that tis to be hop'd that, with God's Bleſſing, a 

reat part of the Chriſtian World will be influenced 
er the Account of theſe Societies being already 
Tranſlated into the Fren % and Lligb Duteh Languages, 
and hath been ſome time ſince Tranſlating into the 
Latin by ſeveral Hands, ſor the propagating the ſame 
Glorious Deſign in other Nations; by which means a 
great part of the World will be ſoon acquainted with 
this Undertaking, and the Succeſs of it, and, it may 
reaſonably be expected, will be excited to an Imitation: 
And 


* 


69) 
And this may the rather be hop'd, ſince the reſtraining 
of Men from publick Vices, and open Violations of Re- 


ligion, hath, I think, ever been thought the great In- 


tereſt and Buſineſs of Government, is what the Laws of 
civilized Nations, tho they may be more or leſs ſevere in 
different Countries, provide againſt, Papiſts and Prote- 
ftants, Jews and Mahometans, agree in; and ſince more- 
over ſo many learned and pious Perſons, in divers parts 
of Europe and America, are already ſucceſsfully engaged 


in Promoting of this Work by Societies, after the Ex- 
ample of England. 


Tis certain that a Reverend Divine, who hath been 
lately in our Northern Plantations in America, by the 
Encouragement of divers of our Bithops, for the Pro- 
pagating Chriſtianity there, ordered a whole Impreſſion 
of the Account of the Societies to be printed off, and ſent 
thither, for the promoting a Reformation, by theſe Me- 
thods, in thoſe Parts of the World. And this Reverend 
Perſon, the laſt Month told me, that he thinks they 
have ſince made a more remarkable Reformation there, 
than is in either of Her Majeſty's Kingdoms. 


From New-England we are told, That great Care 
hath been there taken of late for the Puniſhment ot 
Vice and Profaneneſs by the Methods that are here uſed ; 
and a Gentleman of that Country, in his Letter bearing 
date April 10. 1702. informs us, That ſeveral Societies 
are formed in By/tox, and he thinks that in a little time 


he ſhall acquaint us of others ſet up in other parts of 
that Country. 1 ach R 


From the Iſland of Jamaica, Dr. Tod, Rector of St. 
Thomas in the Vale, tells us, That at a general Meetin 
of the Clergy of that Iſland at St. Jago de lu Vaga, 
T B Novemb. 


Nevemb. 27. x700. by the appointment of their Com- 
miſſary, the Clergy, in conjunction with divers of the 
Gentlemen of that Country, had formed themſelves into a 
Society for Reformation of. Manners, and the Propazation 
of Chriſtian Anowledge; and that the Governour of that 
Iſland had under his Hand Signed his full Approbation 
of it, and their Orders. 


Tis affirmed by a Perſon of Integrity, who is come 
over from Flanders, that they have very much ſup- 
preſſed the Diſorderly Houſes in Bruſſels, . (the Popiſh 
Prieſts in that City having gone about to the Publick 
Efouſes, exhorting them to leave off their Irregularities) 


as he aſſures me they have wholly done the Mufick- 
Houſes, which were generally Houles of ill Fame, in 


Amſterdam in Holland ; from whence Monſieur Bonage 
has wrote to a Perſon in re/and, to be informed what 


Progreſs Religion hath made in that Kingdom fince So- 
cieties have been ſet up in it, being, it ſeems, defirous, 
as this Gentleman informs me, to engage himſelf in this 


Work in Holland. 


: By a Letter from Switzerland, dated in Oob. 1 700. 


we were acquainted, That an Account of our Societies 


was tranſlated into the High- Dutch Language; and that 
they were making ſome Progreſs in this Undertaking. 


And from Schafluuſen twas wrote, Jan. 12. 1700. 


That they rejoiced to hear of our Zeal in Exgland, from 


an Account of our Societies, which was there tranſlated ; 


and that they had Examples of the fame ſort of Societies. 


From Germany we have the following Account from 
Dr. Frank, Divinity Profeſſor in the City of Hall in 


Saxony, Tan. 2 l. 1700. who writes thus to ſome Per- 


{ons 


i 


— — — 
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ſons in this Place: The eminent Succeſs of your Under- 


takinrs hath been made known in Germany, by the Reve- 
re, Dr. Jablonski, Chaplaln to the newly Crowned King 


f Pruſſia, who hath tranſlated the Account of the Soci- 
eties out of Engliſh iti the German Language. Nor hath 
this Gentleman's L1bours in it proved unſucceſsful : For 
beſides the Good it hath done to the Souls of many parti- 
cular Perſons, who have been awakened thereby to agre ater 
Concern for their Spiritual Edification, it hath had a par- 
ticular good Effet at Norenburg, in that it hath mightily 
put forward and encouraged a Society, conſiſting of a great 
Number of Citizens, who had ſome time before began to 
meet at each others Fiouſes upon a Religions Account, and 
from a ſincere Deſire of the Truth ;' as a very worthy Per- 
fon hath, by t he Requeſt of them all, acquainted me, &c. | 


From Rotterdam, the famous Monſteur Jurieu hearing 
of theſe Societies, takes notice, in a tranſporting man- 


cerns of Gold and Silver, and for bringing the Wealth 
of the dies into other Countries, he had at laſt heard 
a molt reviving Account of pious Perſons united in very 
ſucceſsful Methods for the Extirpation of Vice and Pro- 


pbaueueſß, a i the bringing dowa of the Riches of Hea- 
ven; for winch he praiſes' God, and conceives great 


Hopes from hence, that thoſe happy Days may enſue to 
the Chr. ſtian World which holy Souls ſo ardently deſire 


. 


and long for.. 


Monſieur Oer vald (tlie learned Autlior of that excellent 


Book, intitled, A Treatiſe concerning the Cauſes of the preſent 


us, in a Letter dated April the 6th, r70r. from the 
Principality of Neuf-Caſ#le , That hie had printed off 
TRE B 2 there 


Corruption of Chriſtians, and the Remedies 2 tells 
r 


# 


ner, in a Letter to a Divine in London, That amidſt the 
many Societies that were in the World about the Con- 


3 


. 
* 
* 


* 
* 


* 
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Divines that met at J in that Country the ſecond of 


6120 | 
there an Account of our Societies ; and that. ſince that 


was done, the Pious Deſigns formed in England were. 
there approved, Sc. And April the 11th 1201. he 


again ſays, That their Conſiſtory being laſt Week 
alſembled, reſolved to buy up ſome hundreds of the 


printed Copics of the Account of the Societies ; and that 
they were ſent to all the Conſiſtories of that State, 
in order to diſpoſe them to a Reformation of Manners, 
and to the ſetting up of Schools ; and that the Magj- 
ftrates of Neuf-Caſtle were addreſſed to by them tor 


Orders and Laws againſt Vice and Immorality, which they 
had already obtained. 


A Gentleman at St. Galle, in his Letter bearing date 
the 19th of May 1701. writes to his Friend in England, 
That the ſetting up of Societies was recommended to 
a large Synod of Divines, at their late Meeting at Zu- 
rich, as the beſt Expedient for the engaging Men to- a 


Religious courſe of Life: That the Account of our Reli- 


gious Societies, which was tranſlated and printed at Zu- 
rich, was much enquired after : That Orders had been 
given from other Proteſtant Cantons, for the buying up 
{ome Numbers of them: That Monſieur Scherer had 
put into the German Language the Account of the Sock 


 eties for Reformation of Manners, which was there in 


the Preſs, and he hoped would be printed off in a few 
Days ; that 'twas intended to be Dedicated to the States ; 
and that Care was taken to make it known all over 
Germany. In which Country the Pious Doctor Cramner, 
this Gentleman ſays, expreſſes a great Zeal to ſer for- 


ward this Work in his Univerſity. 


Monſieur de Moos writes from Malars, in the Country 
of the Griſons, Sept. 22. 1701. That at an Aſſembly of 


that 


113) 


that Month, a very Advantageous Account of our De- 
ſigns of Reformation had been given them; that they 
would be laid before their Synod when they met; and 
that they deſigned to appoint a Perſon of Learning and 
Piety to begin and continue a Correſpondence with one 
of our Societies in England. 


And from the ſame Country the celebrated Lady, 
Madam Hortenfta de Salis, whom you find honourably 
mentioned in the Biſhop of Salisbury's printed Letters 
of Switzerland, in her Letter dated at Cleft the tenth of 
March 1702. thus writes: I cannot ſufficiently declare, 
how great a Veneration is had for the Church of England, 
the King, and the Illuſtrious Society, in this Country, by 
all, in particular by the Clergy. They are every where 
prayed for, aud remembred, as in our Flearts, ſo in al! 
our Pulpits alſo. I truſt in God (ſays ſhe) that as he hat 
always his Moſes's, Lots, and Samuels, that with-held 
his Wrath, &c. So he will now, in our Days, raiſe ug 
many ſincere Chriſtians, who, by the Example of the Church 
of England, and of the Illuſtrious Society, will be en- 
cauraged to promote the Good, and punifh the Bad, accyy- 
ding to the Laws and Cuſtoms of every Country. 


An Envoy Extraordinary from one of the greateſt 
Princes of Europe, to the Swiſs Cantons, writes im theſe 
Terms to an Engliſb Gentleman, in a Letter dated at 
BE RN, Septemb. 10. 1701. I have diſcours d with the 
principal Perſons of this Church and State, and all of them 
bleſs. God for the Succeſs wherewith he has Crowned the 
Zeal of your Holy and Religious e and are all of 
them enclined to enter into à Correſpondence, &c. | 


A Pei fo1 of great Reputation in Switzerland acquaints. 

| 8 -P 
us, Sept, 18. 1701. That Monficur Anſillen, who hath: 
| 2 Com-- 


— 0 *. + * 
a Commi ſſion to the Proteſtant Cantons from the King of 
Denmark, has by Letterts to his Correſpondents recom- 
| mended this Work at Berlin; and. that a Propoſal was 
i} there made for Tranſlating the Account of the Societies 
for Reformation. of Mannes, intò the Daniſh and Sweedi/h 
Languages; and that a Defign was there laid of {etting 
up and carrying on of Societies in Deamark and Sweeder, 
by means of theſe Tranſlations. He goes on thus in. 
the ſame Letter: The Societies in England are in ſach. 
Efteem iu thoſe Parts, that on the (ixth of November, 
1701: (tbeir general appointed Fa fl. Day,) they publictly 
prayed for the Preſervation of them in all the Proteſtaut 
Churches iu that Country. I hope there is no Engliſh». 
man that hath tbe leaſt Sparks of Love to his Native 
Country, but will have in Honour theſe incomparable Socie- 
ties: 1f there are any Feople ſo impudent, as to ſpeak. 
diſreſpectfully of them, let them look to it, that it doth 
wot one time or other fare with them, as now goes with---(an. 
Adverſary of the Societies he means) at Zurich, who, 1 
am told, is ſo aſhamed of his having oppoſed us, fince all 
hone fl Men are on our fide, that he is reſolved to leave his 
Native Country, and go with his Family into ſome Foreign 
Parts. Theſe unpurallelld Societies in England are not 
only to be regarded for the Honour they bring to their mot 
happy Nation, but far more for the unſpeakable Good that 
they cauſe to the Church of Chrift both at home and abroad, 
and annunciate a more illuſtrious ſtate of the Church of God 
that is expected by the Converſion of Jews and Gentiles. 
Theſe are his Words, and he adds further theſe follow- 
ing *'Thus, dear Sir, we nom find that all the Helvetick _ 
and Rhetiek Churches are entirely diſpoſed to propagate 
Chriſtian. Knowledge, puniſh Vice, and promote true Pie- 
ty, as the Honourable Society invite them to. 
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Monſieur . Brink, Chaplain to the King of Denmark; 
wrote, March 2. 1701.to a Reverend Divine in this King- 
dom, to ſend him the Books relating to Reformation here, 
in order to his ſetting forward the ſame Deſign in that 
Kingdom; which was accordingly done; whoſe Endea- 
vours therein, we have reaſon given us to hope, are by 
this time advantageouſly aſſiſted by ſeveral publick Mi- 

niſters at that Court: And we underſtand, that there 
hath been ſome Months paſt tranſmitted into Sweeden, 
and ſeveral other Countries, the Books of Reformation, 
for the promoting of the Delign of them likewiſe in thoſe 


Countries. 


Mr. Peter Zeller, a very eminent Miniſter in Zurich 
in Switzerland, in a Letter of his, dated Feb. 6. 1703. 
does in very affectionate Terms expreſs their common 
Eſteem of the pious Societies here, and their Expectati- 
ons of great Advantages to England, and to the Church 
of Chriſt from them. And having mentioned the fre- 
quent Earthquakes in and about Rome, which he thinks 
may be Tokens of God's Diſpleaſure to thoſe Places: 
He adds his Opinion, that he thinks God is pleaſed to 
vouchſafe to our Nation the happy Preſages of proſ- 
perous Times, in the Riſe and Succels of tlioſe Societies, 
ö by whoſe means Religion and Virtus is very much ad- 

vanced both in our own and other Nations. 


Monſicur Scherer, in a Letter of his from Sangall, 
of Jan. 26. 1703. aſſures us of the reviving of Piety 
among them, by the report of what is done here by 
our Societies, which are concerned in Religious Affairs. 


And laſtly, A Gentleman of great Character at Ber- 
; lin, in a Letter dated Feb. 23, 1703. acquaints us, That 
there 


6465 
there were printed in that City Two Thouſand” of our 
little Diſcourſes, that have been diſperſed in England in 
great Numbers by the Members of our Societies, which / 
are Tranſlated into other Languages: That the Soldier's ; 
Monitor, written by Dr. Woodward, was (to uſe the Gen- 1 


— _ 


PT „„ 


"24 —— WF - 


Os OO ie VF —— pH » DQ 


tleman's own Words) diſtribured among the Sol- 
dicrs in their Garriſon by the General's Order; that the 
King of Pruſſa being preſented with it by one of his Bi- 
ſhops, and having read and approved it, (as did likewiſe 
his Privy Council,) has already given, or will ſoon give 
Orders to have a conſiderable Number of them printed 
for the Benefit of his Soldiers ; that fome of them were 
given to the Prince of Gotha, who went from hence the 
other Day to the King of Sweeden, to whom he promiſed 
[| to give an Example; and at the fame time he was well 
[|| alſured, tliat his Majeſty would be ſo well pleaſed with: it, 
that he would give Orders to have his Army fupplyed 
with the ſame, and more eſpecially, ſince there was bound 
With it, the Diſcourſe againſt Swearing ; for which Vice : 
in particular his Sweedi/h Majeſty has a great Averſion. | 
The Soldiers Menitor, to which is added, the Diſcourſe 
apainſt Swearizg, he ſays, is likewiſe tranſlated into the 
Muſcovite Language, and is deſigned to be recommended 
to the Emperour, to his Czari/h- Majeſty, and likewiſe 
| to the Queen of Poland (to whom he gives the Epithets | 
of Pious and Yirtuous) who would be apply'd to, to dit- 


— 


perſe it throughout the Saxon Army, Sc. 
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3 I could have menticned another Kingdom wherein, our 
'Endeavours of Reformation of Manners ſeem to have had a 
very great Influence : But this I forbear, upon ſome 
Conſiderations at preſent ; and the rather, fince the Par- 

ticulars I have given you are, I conceive, not only ſuffi- 

cie it to convince you fully, that the Succeis of our Me- 
mods of Heſermatien here, have given Occaſion to Per- 
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ſons of the Nations beforementioned, to whom an Ac- 


count of our Proceedings herein have reached, to ſet a- 


bout the ſame Work ; and that it will influence more of 
thoſe Nations that are remote when it is known to them, 
by the Tranſlations of the Account of the Societies into the 
more general Languages (that are already perfected, or 
are, we hear, carrying on) but may moreover give you 
ocaaſion to think, that the Providence of Almighty God 
hath, in a particular manner, favoured this Deſign, eſpe- 
cially when you conſider, how, and by what means it 
was begun, and hath been carried on; and that by his 
Bleſſing it will prevail over the Oppoſition made to it 
from either its publick or private Enemies. 


And now, Sir, give me leave to ſay, Can it become 
any that would be reckoned Chiriſtians, that have this 
great Affair laid before them, to be unconcerned whe- 
ther theſe Attempts which have been ſo ſuccelsful 
for the beating down of Prophaneneſs and Vice, which 
have fo wreak in the World, be carried on not only 
in theſe Three Kingdoms, and in our Neighbour- 
ing Nations, but through the Chriſtian World; whe- 
ther the Cauſe of Religion or the Devil's Intereſt pre- 
vails, to ſtand Neuter at a time when their Fellow Chri- 
ſtians are ſucceſsfully engaged in the Defence of our Reli- 


gion againſt its Enemies, in their bold Attacques upon it; 


and frequently with the Hazard of their Lives; as lately at 
May- Fair, where ſome brave Souls were wounded, and 
one Conſtable was barbarouſly murder'd, in the Sight of 
the Sun, and almoſt in the Face of the Court, by a Com- 
pany of Soldiers, who, to the Number of above 7hirty, 
as is depoſed upon Oath, fell upon the Civil Officers, and 
their Aſſiſtants, with their Swords in their Hands, and 
Oaths and Execrations in their Mouths, without any 
Provocation, whilſt the Conſtables, with thoſe that 


aſſiſted them, were endeavouring to prevent the abomi- 
C nable 


„„ 
nable Diſorders that were there committed, in Obedi- 
ence to the Commands of Her Majeſty, and by immedi- 
ate Direction from tlie Juftices of the Peace of that 
County. 


Bur, Sir, to ſpeak with a little more freedom to you, 
Can you think it either juſtifiable or honourable for one 
under your Character to ſatisfie your felt with talking 
gravely and judiciouſly againſt the Impieties of the Age, 
with ſpeaking kindly” of thoſe that are concerned in the 
Suppreſſing of them; or even with acting ſo faintly in 
this matter, as to diſcourage any that may be concerned 
with you in it from the Proſecution of it; and to ſpeak 
plainly, to contribute, by your Neutrality or Lukewarm- 
nels, to the giving of. Boldneſs and Strength to the Op- 
poſers of this Undertaking, and in conſequence, I doubt, 
to the ſhedding of the Blood, and ro the utter Ruine of 
fome of the beſt Subjects to the Government, if 
not ſome of the beſt Chriſtians in the Nation, who, I am 
told, are ſo far from being diſcourage (the heartieſt of 
them I mean) by the Oppoſition and Sufferings they met 
with ſrom the Enemies of Reformation, ( who have a treth 
Occaſion given them to conſider, of whom the Blood 
that is already ſhed, and that which may be ſpilt in the 
Work of Reformation, may be required? that they ſeem 
to be animated thereby with greater Zeal ſor their God, 
85 the Martyrs of old were by the Death of their Fellow- 
Chriſtians. No, ſurely this is a time for all that carry 
ne Face of Chriſtians, to exert the utmoil of their In- 
tereſt and Authority, to join their Heads, Hearts, Hands, 
and Purles, in this Noble Undertaking. 


This therefore is what I moſt earneſtly recommend to 
vou, that you weld be of the happy Number of thoſe 
thet give their hearty and zealous Aſſiſtance in this pious 

| kh Enter- 
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Enterprize, wherein the Honour of Almighty God and 
the Good of the World ſeem to be fo much concerned. 
and thereby become a Benefactor to Mankind. And that 
you may not be diſcouraged from Engaging in it for want 
of Direction how to promote it, I have herewith ſent you 
ſngh Materiais as may enable you to ſet about it wit! 
great Advantage after you have humbly ſupplicated the 
D:vine Direction and Aid in fo weighty an Affair; and 
which will, ! conceive, leave you with leſs Excuſe, if yon 


do not in ſome meaſure what you ſhall conclude, upon 


your moſt folemn Deliberation upon this Propoſal, it 
behoves you to do there:n. 


You have, Sir, firft of all, in the Account of the Societies 
for Reformation of Manyers in England and Ireland, which 1 
have ſent you, a Narrative of the Beginning and Succtſß 
of the Eudea vours of Reformation, and a general Scheme 
of the ©ndertakins, with a Perſwaſive to Men of all 


Ranks and Denominations ; and a pat ticular Addre's to Ai. 


viſters and Magiſtrates, who have their ſpecial Obligati- 
ons laid before them to be zealous in it: Te which are 
added, His Majeſty's Proclamation againſt Prophaneneſs 
and Lice, and the Ad of Parliament againſt prophane 
Swearing and Carſing, which Miniſters are to read Four 
times a Year in their Churches and Chappels ; and aft 
Abſtract of the Laws whuch Magiſtrates are to Execute 
tor the Supprelling of Prophaneneſs and Debauchery, & c. 
And in the little Book, call'd, A Help to Refyrmation, be- 
ſides the Proclamation, At ef Parliament, and Abſtract 
before mentioned, (which are printed for the the Ute of 
Magutrates and Miniſters) Magiſtrates have Forms of 
Warrants, and of a Regi/er in thoſe Cafes ; Inferior Offi- 
cers have Inſtructions ſaid before them for their Executing, 


of their Office with the greateſt Advantage; and Pri- 


vate Perfons have Prudential Nules for the giving of In- 
O 2 formations, 


a 
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formations, and the raiſing of Societies; which Socieries 5 
| muſt obſerve to you, have been, from the Beginning 


of this Undertaking, and will {till be, the: great Engines 


for the carrying of it on: 'And that therefore the moſt 


conliderable Service that eag generally te done in it, 
will be, in the Forming of Societies: lnſomuch, that this 


Work will ſeldom fail to go on too flowly,” and not 
without ſome Obſtruction in that place here there is 


not a Society of this kind; but much more eaſily, ſtea- 
dily and ſucceſsfully, in any Town or Village where 


there is one in or near it, tho” it conſiſts but of a few - 


Perſons. I have likewiſe, Sir, ſent you ſome Blunt Ware 


rants for particular Offences, which thoſe that give In- 
formations are to keep by them, and to fill them up 
when they have any Informations to give againſt any 
; prophane and vicious Perſons, with the Offenders Names, 


Offences, Places of Abode, Sc. and to carry them thus 


filled up to rhe Magiſtrates ; and being ſigned by them 


alter their Informations are taken upon Oath, to {end or 


carry them to the beſt diſpoſed Conſtables to be executed, 
tor. the Eaſe of Magiſtrates and their Clerks, who when 
they happen to be no hearty Friends to theſe Proceed- 


ings, will have the leſs occaſion to be prejudiced againſt 
them, and conſequently will the lets diſcourage 


them, when they have not the Trouble of fo much 
as Writing, filling up, or ſending out of a Warrant. 

Yeu have morcover ſent you ſome Lifts of the Names 
ot a vaſt Number of Lewd and Diſorderly Perſons, be- 
ics Common Swearers, Druntards, & c. u ho, by the Di- 
gence chiefly of only one Society of Perſons, u ho ap- 


mare henſible, what a horrid Nurſery of Prophaneneſß and 
e 219 03. ee 100 e, 2.457 Dubantbery,” 
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Diſorders of this kind, in moſt Cities and Corporations 
of the Nation. I am aſſured, that in divers Corpora- 
tions of this Kingdom, as well as in Treland, religious 
Men have voluntarily taken the Conſtables Office up- 
on them, for the more effectual carrying on of this 
Deſign. Herein then your Endeavours are like to be 
moe (erviceable than in any other thing that l can 


eaſuy in{t{nle, untels it be in the promoting of the 


e ge * giving of [rformations againſt Offenders, or in the 
cox! of the ralſing Sectettes ; by which Societies many proper Mea- 
3 lures will be thought of, and this Undertziing be put 
n of Men. Upon the molt laſting Foundation. Ard theie are the 
2 Methods which we find recommended by the Lord 
Ilind, 5, Archbiſhop of Canterbury, in his Carcuſar Le'ter, dated 
55 59, 60, April 4. 1699. in which the Biſhops of that Province, 


2 in their joint Letter concurred. t The remarkable 
Ihe Arch- 


Be of Words of which Letter are theſe: Every pious Perſon of 


Cunterbu- the Ea:ty [bould, if need be. he pat 75 Mind, that he 


' 2 * Ciren- 


lar Letter 1 ht ts hint himſelf ovliged 10 uſe h's beſt Endeavours 


- 16 the Bi to have ſuch Offenders puniſhed by the Civil Magiſtrates, 
ſhops of his , can be no otherwiſe amendei; au that when he hears 


2 15% Neighbour Swear, or Blaſpheme the Name of God, 
94 ſees him offend in Drunkenneſs, or Prophanation of 
the Lord's-Day, he onzht to give the Hlagiſtrate Notice 
of i*, Ia ſuch a Caſe t be called an Informer, will be f5 
far from making any Man oAious in ths Fadgment of ſober 
- Perſons, that it will tend to his Hon ur, when he makes 
' Zt appear by his unbl/am2.1b'ie Benrvinur, a il the Care that 
he takes of himſelf and his Family, thit he dith it purely 
for the Glory of Go f and the Good of his Brethren. Such 
we Ldiſpꝛſed Perſons as are reſolved up5n this, ſhou!d be 
eacaurazed to meet as often a; they can, to conſult how they 
ma) mot tiſcreetly and effectually manaze it in the Places 
- where they live. Here then Miniſters are obliged by 


their Biſhops to put the Laity in Mn. of giving of lu 


= forma- 


| . 
formations to Magiſtrates againſt Prophanenefs and 


Vice, as a matter of Duty, and an honourable thing 
and to encourage them to Kees frequently together; 


and fo conſult how they may diſcreetly and eſfectually 


manage it in the places where they hive. And in the 

fourth Page of this Letter, the Clergy are directed to 

invite the Church Wardens of their ſeveral Pariſhes, and 

other pious Perſons among the Laity, to jo.n with them 

in the Execution of the moſt probable: Methods that 

can be ſuggeſted for the carrying on a Reformation ot 
Manners ; and we are told, that from ſuch Meetings 

we may exre & happy Effe s. And in the ſame Page 

tis obſerved, that from ſuch Meetings happy Advances 

rwe been already made towards a Reformation of Mau- 

ne , Which is expreſſed in theſe Terms; From the vi- 

hitle Succeſs of that Noble Zeal wierewith ſo many about * Lon lon | 
the great * Cities in my Neighbourhood do promote true -__ 
Piety, and a Reformation of Manners. . 


And in his Grace's Letter to the Arch Deacons and 
the reſt. of the Clergy of the Dioceſs of St. David, 
publiſhed the latter end of the laſt Summer, 1703. 
his Grace was pleated to expreſs himſelf in theſe Terms, 


There are a great many Religious and Worthy Perſons 7h arb. 


| 2 5 7 | 11 . Biſhop of 
in many Parts of the Kingdom, who do ſtill make it OE: 


* their Buſineſs to Promote the Execution of good Laus: ry's Letter 


* And I hope any little Indifcretion which may happen!“ %% K 


wverend the * 


among ſome few of them, will not be made a handle Ab- Des. 


* to diſparage all ſuch Uieful Proceedings. And rho [ cw E, 


am ſenſible that it is not meerly the Fear of the Law IE 
* which mult make People true Chriſtians, yet, how- proceſs of 
* cver, great Good may be done by ſuch Means, thro' &. Dev 
God's Blefling : And they who at the firſt are reſtrained ** 
from doing Evil out of Fear of Puniſhment, may become 
* Virtuous upon more Spiritual Motives, - Likewiſe many 
| R HO 
; Tempra- 


3 
* + 


Ss + Sa A 
1 Re Temptations may be removed out of the way, eſpeci- 
Tally of Young People, much open Scandal and Diſho- 

* nour to God and our Holy Religion may be prevented: 
And we have alſo Reaſon to hope, that if the Edge of 
the Law, and the Authority of the Magiſtrate, be 

„turned againſt Impiety and Immorality, God will not 

' look upon our Sins to be National; and ſo we may 

* prevent thoſe Judgments which otherwiſe they would 

_ - * bring upon ds: For theſe Reaſons, I think, you will 
do God, and our Church, and Nation, good Service, 

if you will make it your Endeavour to give the World 

Fall the Marks of your Reſpect of thoſe Worthy Ma- 


giſtrates, or other Gentlemen, and alfo of Inferiour Per- 
_ 


. * **fons whom you ſee Zealous in the Cauſe of God and 
Keligion, and excite others to follow their Example. 


Now then, Sir, you fee the Undertaking I recommend 
do you to engage in, is called by our great Metropolitan, 


the Cauſe of God and Religion: And you have more- 


over the declared Judgment before you of moſt of our 
Learned Prelates concerning our giving of Informations, 
and our aſſociating for the conſulting upon the 
moſt probable Methods of Reformation, and their 
Judgment with rhe beſorementioned Approbation 


of Societies, (publiſhed in the Account of the Sbcie- 


ties for Reformation of Maunerg) of ſo many Perſons 
celebrated for Wiſdom, and in high Stations inthe 
Church and State, who have herein not only declared 
their Opinion, That the Deſign of putting the Penal-Laws 
i Execution, for the ſuppreſſing of Prophaneneſs and 
Debaucliery, zs for the Honour of Almighty God, and 
tends to the Advancement of Piety and Virtue, and the 
publick Good both of Church and State, and cannot fail 
of being, approved by all good Men; But that the Method 

" -{ztewiſe Cas the carrying of it on by Societies) is mot 
1 1 | proper 
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aper, and, with the Bleſſing of GD attending. it, is moſt 
likely to prove elfectual for the promoting a Reformation 3 
Manners. Theſe things, I ſay, will — "6s you an Ar- 
gument to ſtop the Mouths of ſuch Perfons as either 
Bn unhappy, Principles, or their Unwillingneſs to be 
reformed themſelves, may be endeavouring to raiſe Ob- 43 
| jecdtions againſt the giving of Informations, and rhe org ; 
Meetings of pious Perſons, to concert the moſt adviſable Puniſhment 
| Nethos of Suppreſſiag Prophaneneſs and Vice, and the Je Sea- 
Promoting of Fiety and Virtue, which we call in other nd 
Terms, Socie/zes for Reformation of Manners, kind, Three 
But if theſe things will not filence them, you may then way Fad 
ask them, whether they can in Truth think it does be- „ 
com thok that pretend to have a Love for God and their Society for 
Neighbour, contentedly to hear, without taking any No- 1 
tice of it, ſuch a multitude that call themſelves Chriſtians, found gulli 
C - uſing, without Fear or Shame, the moſt horrid Oat h V, 
4 and Execrations in their ordinary Converſation, cven 2 Ern 
| imprecating Damnation on themſelves and others, as Jie Holt 
an Ornament of Speech; to ſee; Drunkenneſs paſs a- the la 
mog them for good Humour, and Lewdze/s for 5: Mala” 
good Breeding; Juliet Fuſes to become Neſts for tone, ac: 
| diſorderly and profligate Perſons, or . Stews for the 39,0 


+ 
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25 JET | din ly exe 
Entertainment of Mens Luſts in all parts of: the ce. 4:1 

Nation; * Sodomites (who have been but rarely heard 1 
ie ene ee op READ, on? hs 
of in this Nation till the laſt Age . to have their ap- [noe one was 
pointed Places of Meeting for their acting their abomi- g to 
nable Villanies, and to encreaſe their Numbers; and 79m, 


for a Sin 0 


A 


| | Herds of Lewd Wome a to be. continually | ſoliciting Ot this kind in 
| - Men. to Lewdnels in the open Streets; the. Cord gr Day E 
| prophaned in the moſt impudent manner, by Mens 727%, 


en ee er : ** 1 thers Have 
following of their Trades or ordinary Callings, even bn dies. 
keeping open Markets op it, or ſpending it in Gaming, 7 ed, ant 
N = 4 ER Ds ADD : Dee: Have... UCP) 
| Tipling, and Exceſs 2 in ſhort, ro lee. their GO D pr waregnds 7 
| . Alickly diſhonoured and, blaiphemed, and bis Laws, tram. El. 
5 9 pled 


026) 


4 * 


pfed on, their Refigion profeſſedly attacked; and multi- 
tudes of Souls thus to go on in a full Caricre to de- 
ſtruction, and their Country thereby to be in manifeſt 
danger of being ruined, when 'tis fo much in their 
Power, in this happy Juncture more eſpecially, to pre- 
vent tlieſe Enormities, which are attended with ch 
dreadful Conſequences, by their joining their Aſſiſtance 
with their Fellow · Chriſtians, in furthering the Execution 
of the known Laws of the Land againſt them, which ſo 
many Thouſand Magiſtrates and Inferior Officers have 
Oaths and Truſts upon them to ſee executed, (how ſhame- 
fully ſoever. the generality of them have neglected it): 
And, on the other ſide, whether it is not a moſt deſi- 
rable thing, and of mighty Advantage to Religion, that 
the greateſt Temptations to the Sins, to which Men are 
either accuſtomed, or have a natural Propenſity to, ſhould 
be taken as much as may be out of their way, and the 
Avenues to them ſtopped, that we might converſe with 
our Neighbours, or at leaſt go abroad in the World, with- 
out the greateſt danger of wounding our Conſciences, or 
of being laughed at and ſcorned for behaving our ſelves 
as becomes Chriſtians; to have Men reſtrained from an 
idle and vicious Courſe. of Life, and be thereby hrought 
to take up with honeſt and uſeful Employments; to have 
the Lord g day and otlier public Faft-days obſerved in a 
folemn and due manner ; to have Stews rooted out, and 
the Streets cleanſed from lewd and impudent Women, 
and deteſtable S»domzres, that infeſt them; to have Men 
reſtrained from broacling horrid Blaſphemies, from pre- 
phane Swearing and Curhns ; to have Men kept from de- 
priving themſelves of rheir Rcaſon, and from making 


_ themſelves Beaſts by ex:e/ive Drinking ; to have publick 


Houſes kept within their true, and realonable Uſe and De- 
kgn ; from being Receptacles for perſons to ſpend their 


K 
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Time and Money in them on Sacred and common Days: 
to ruine themſelves, and beggar their Families by theit 
Druxkenneſs and Debauchery ; to have the moſt abomina- 
ble Diſorders, the execrable Imp'eties of our moſt ſcan- 
daltons Play-Hlouſes, thoſe Nurſeries of Vice and Pro- 


2 (-whither our Nobility and Gentry are ſo fre- 


quently ſent to learn their Accompliſhments in their 
younger Years ) ſuppreſſed; to have Religion delivered 
from the Contempt that prophane and vicious Men have 
ſo much brouglit upon it by their Impunity, and publick 
Counterance in their open and inſolent Violations of it; to 
have their wicked Combinations broke, and frequent and 
publick Examples of Prophaneneſs and Vice taken out of 
publick View, National Sins (that bring National Judg- 
ments) ſuppteſs'd; Virtue appear honourable and defirable, 


Vice infamous and deteſtable; and laftly, Men brought 


to a Regard to Sacred things, to Conſideration, and a ſe- 
rious Enquiry into the Nature of Religion, and in time, 
with God's ' Bleſſing, to the Love of it, and this 
by the due' Execution of the Penal-Laws againſt Pro- 
Phaneneſs and Debauchery, in Conjunction with all the 
other pious and proper Methods, as of Inſtrution, Admo- 
nition, Reproof, of diſperſing of Books for the awakening 


Men to a ſenſe of their Sins, and concern for their Souls, 


the exciting them to Family Duty, and the' promoting 
the Education of Poor Children in the Principles 

Religion, Sc. that are taken by the Societies for this 
end. When they have allowed rhefe things to be fo 
highly defirable and neceſlary, as that unleſs they are in 


ſome meaſure effected, or at leaſt ſome other extraordi- 


nary Methods are ſet on foot then are at preſent purſy- 
ed, there appears no probability that the Tide of Wick- 


edneſs will Le ſtopped, and Religion flouriſh among us ; 


ou may then asł them further, whether theſe things are 
not what the Societies for Reformation do not only di- 
D 2 rectly 
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rectly purſue, but have ſo much already promoted; that * ' 


how bad foever our State is with reſpect to theſe Mat- 


ters, yet tllat tis undoubtedly far better, generally ſpeax- 
ing, than twas when theſe Endeavours begun When we 
were under ſuch unhappy Circumſtances, (which I for- 
bear to mention) that if this Undertaking lhiad not been 
tet on foot, we were, [ conceive, hkely to have been one 


of the moſt debauched Nations in Principles and Practice, 


perhaps in the Chriſtian World. If they will deny theſe 


things, Which they will not without great Immodeſty, 
you may then def! 


83 * 


re them honeſtly to give you their 


Reaſons for their contrary Sentiments, rather than ſecret- 


ly to raiſe Prejudices againſt this Deſign; and that they 
would alſo at the ſame time propoſe, as is, I think, rea- 


ſonable they ſhould do, other more Chriſtian and Practi- 


cable Methods for tlie retrieving of Virtue and Religion 


among us, which, as they are profeſſed Chriſtians, they 
will allow to he neceſſary to be endeavoured in one way 
or other. And if they can prove to you, which they 
can never do, in Contradiction, I'conceive, to holy Writ, 
and the general Conſent of Mankind to the contrary, 


that our joining our Endeavours in a regular way, for 


the Suppreſſing of Prophaneneſs and Vice, and the 
promoting of Religion by the other beforementioned 


Methods, is not a Chriftian Undertaking, it will 


then appear to you more reaſonable and honourable ſor 
them either ſecretly to undermine, or publickly to oppoſe 


it, after it hath moreover been declared, by ſo many Per- 


ſons in Authority, to be for the publick good, both of 
Church and State, and the moſt hkely way of promoting 


2 National Reformation, and bath evicentiv proved to 
ſucceſsful for this end. But till this is done, they mutt 
give us leave to think, that ſuch Perſons as, out of a Love 
to God-and Man, are employed.in endeavouring. by legal 
and proper Methods, the preventing the Deſtruction of 


— 


i 


( 29*) 
ſo great 4 Number of Souls in our own and other King- 
doms, and of National Judgments, are engaged in a blet-.. 
{ed Work; from which, *tis to be hoped, that neither 
their /unaccountable Prejudices and Reproaches, nor the 
Difficulties and Sufferings which are brought upon them 
by their Means, from profligatePerſons,in their diſcharging 
their Duty therein, will diſcourage or deter them; and 
that tis exceedingly much for the Honour of this Under- 
taking, that after ſo many Thouſand Perſons have been 
puniſhed for tlieir wicked Practices, and a far greater 
Number muſt in all Reaſon be ſuppoſed to have been re- 
ſtrained, in ſome meaſure at leaſt, from their ſinful ln- 
dulgencies, within theIhirteen Years that this Deſign hath 
been purſued, no Man, that I hear of, ſince the firſt Op- 
poſition to this Enterprize in its Infancy, hath, ventured 
his Reputation ſo far, as to publiſh with a Name, any, 
Objections oguinſt it, to tell us any ill Conſequences: that 
it hath produced to either Church or State, to charge any 
Vices on thoſe that have been employed in the forming 
and carrying of it on, or Irregularities in their Conduct ; 
of this Undertaking, tho' in all this time the Enemies 
ot Reformation have ſurely had a ſufficient Opportunity 
to conſider of theſe Matters; ſo that this Deſign ſtands 
at this time ſo ſair in all Reſpects with the World, that ; 
even ſince : the publick Approbation of the Societies by 
many of eur Biſhops, Sc. in the printed Account of 
them 1698. and of almoſt all the reſt of them in 
their Paſtoral Letters beforementioned, one of that | 
Reverend Body, the Lord Biſhop of Gloxcefter, in his de rl 
printed Sermon preachd to the Societies 1699. tells, wb 8 
thein, That the Service they are employed in is incom: mon: to 1% 
* parably. the moſt noble and highly: Praiſe-worthy that Tat. 
it could be poſſivle for them to be engaged in. And as c preach & 
for Jealouſies o ill Conſequences of their Socicties (H Je 26. 
Hays he never heard one wiſe Word laid on that 1597 Ke 
At To- 


4 zo) 
©Topick, and perfwaded himſelf he never ſhould : And 
then profeſſes the greateſt Hope he had that God hath 


Chtiſtians among us, tor the, running down of Wicked- 

* nels, by the wh, juſtifiable Means, in their reſpective 

Stations; and the Encouragement that His Majeſty hath 
given to them. 


The Lod The Lord Biſhop of Ely, in his Sermon preached on 


Sermon to 


*he $ocietie, and encouraged. the Zeal of thoſe that are engaged in 
for Refor- Societies, for the carrying on of a Reformation, but de- 
mation, Ein en | 7 Pe 

prota: FA clared, That he never heard that any of the: Perſons 
e chargeable with any of the Vices that they: were con- 
cerned in Suppreſſing; and that they were Men of 
„Virtue, Sc. and fit Perſons to be employed in this glo- 
* rious Undertaking. „„ 


'7he Lend The Lord Biſhop of Salubury, in his Seeman preach'd 
Bp .of Salis- March 1700. hath theſe Expreſſions, ſpeaking of the En- 


bury's Ser- 


$ 
* 


Seieties for © ginnings of Hope, that in and about this great City, 


Reformati- 
on, preach d 5 3 12K 
March 25. © looks like a Reviving, as if our dry Bones could live 


1700.p.26, again: Bleſſed be God for this door of Hope which he is 
27.23. © thusopening ; and bleſſed be they of the Lord who have 


_ © the People; their Names ſhall be of a good Savour in tlie 
« preſent, and in the ſucceeding Generations, who have 
begun to ſet forward fo noble a Deſign, to put a ſtop 
to ſo many vicious Practices, and to raiſe a Spirit of 
2 true Piety among us. Theſe are the Salt of the Earth, 


© the Pillars ol it, and the Light, of the Word. 


* {till Mercy in ſtore for us, is from the excellent Spirit 
© wth which he hath endued ſo great a Number of good 


Bp. of Eh the ſame folemn, Occaſion, not only highly commended 


Dec. 30. klſat were concerned in the Work of Reformation, were 


1 deavours of the Societies: © It gives us ſome ſmall be- 


there has been for ſome. Years a Spirit ſtirring, that 


- « offered themſelves ſo-willingly before Him, and before all 


2 The 


: 


”* 


Lord and Governour of the Worl 


fo aim. 
{31 7) 5 
NN" NR, : 17 E ade wo i I net | 
The Lord Biſhop of Cheſter, in his Sermon preach d 7h 2 
to the Societies March 30: 170 f. applied himſelf in theſe 1 3 
Terms to the Perſons concerned in the Reforrfation, of men to che 


Manners : o. who-are concerned in Societies, In Societdes for 


cc 1 : | toad Ln: in 4 ere N Reformati- 
purpoſe for the promoting this great and noble De-,,"....y4 


© ſign, have, no doubt, met with great Oppoſition, eſpe- March 31. 
* cially. when you firſt entered upon it: but by how 17% 


© much the greater that was, by ſo much the greater 


* will your Reward be. The moſt difficult part of your 

* Work is already over, and your Progreſs for the future 

** will be daily more eaſie. You have the Hearts and 

* Prayers of all good Men with you; Jes, the Almighty 
is on your ſide. 

Since it is his Cauſe you have undertaken you need 

not fear, tlio all the en of Earth and Het ſhould: 

be muſtered up againſt you. Go on therefore coura- 

* giouſly in the Work you have ſo happily begun, and 

ein which you have hitherto met with Succeſs beyond 

* your Hopes; many even of the moſt remote Parts of 

the Nation have already followed you, and the reſt 

* when they ſhall come to be better acquainted with it, 

* may be influenced by your Example, till by degrees 

* ſuch a general Reformation may inſue, as may make 

* this a happy Nation, and may render your Natnes for 

ever Bleſſed who have been the chief Inſtruments of 

It. ü | | 3 | 


cc 


| | OT Lone: 2: e Rove: 
The Reverend Dr. Xenner, in his Sermon preach'd , >. 


to the Societies laſt Decemb. 1701. fays thus: Firm Kennett”; 
* Alliances and ſtrong Confederacy was needful to pull % 
* down the Empire of Sin and Wickedneſs. A Mercy of fir rpg 
*God that Men of Honour and Conſcience fell into a marion, 
© happy Underſtanding, and joined Hearts and Hands to B 
reduce the exorbitant Power of Satan. My Brethren, 1701 
Divine Wiſdom did direct you, Sc. Your voluntary 

ttt. * Societies 


. ——— es - 


| | (5321) 
| Societies to ſuppreſs: Vice and Immorality raiſe not the | 
| * Jealouſie of your Governours, they are wiſer and bet- 
1 ter; they only raiſe the Envy of the Wicked, and the 
i Fury of Hell. The Devil and their earthly Fiends do 
1: know, that you have now an Army of Chriſtians to en- 


gage their ſpiritual Powers, with all proſpect of Suc- 

* cels to your glorious Expedition Your want of 

| greater Succeſs has been owing to the Obſtruction and 
/ -- .* Oppoſition from the Adverſaries of God and Goodnels, 
who have put  Srtumling-Blocks, and even Snares in 


. 


Four way-:----- The Wonder is, that God ſhould bleſs 
+ -_ *ſfo,ſmalla Beginning with fo great an Encreaſe of Proſ- 
© perity and happy Effects; 2 raiſe the Envy of the 
Wicked, when Liay, that the Fame of our Exg/i/h Socie- 

* ies, to ſuppreſs Vice and Prophanenefs, has ſpread into 
many Lands. The feveral Accounts of our Soc/e/tes, have 
.* been Tranſlated into many Languages: The good Ex- 
* ample has been followed in ſome Foreign Parts, from 
_ * whence Letters have been often ſent hither from Men of 
| the. higheſt Character, to cxtol this publick Spirit of 
| our Nation, and to pray for the Almighty's Bleſſing on 
* it---Within a few Years, by the working of this publick 
$ Spirit, a Multitude of Sinners have bcen reprov'd, and to 
nn 1105 r at leaſt have been reſorm d by a moderate 
| \* Calculation, no leſs than, Thirty Thbuland Perſons have 
been convicted for prophane Swearing aud Curſing, near 


— —i 


- f ce det. un —— 
« . — — — 
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| . , 5 | - 1,91 | ; . 4 58 8 
[|| 2 tlie ſame Number of Lewd and Ciſor del) Ferfons have 
|. | . * been brought to a mercifu} Puniſhment, and were thete- 
1 n 2871 ei. P i: Bad | "TH 
* * by reclaimd from their Vices, or at lat reſtrained 
| From the publick Scanlal of them,” Sc. Above One + 
oy Hundred Thouſand, Books of Religion, and Dij1/rves 
| [ ' * from the Vices of the Ae have been given aw2y. All 
i | f * rhe Inhabitants of tins City can atteit this Truth, that 
| © of late Years LewdaeſSand, Prophanereſs have buug viſibly 
4 ee eee r 
decreas' d, Oc. Tis, Lthink, worth) the Cate of gur 
xt, a ö 4 24H87 IFF 951 ; 


| | CEA FOR Clergy | 


" 


ig the Power of Earthly Tyrants, and vindicating the 


" % 
\ 
& } ; 
* 
* - 2 
* * - \ 


4 Clergy to countenance thoſe Perſons of their Pariſh 


* who have voluntarily engaged to carry on the Work 


©* of Righteouſneſs and Judgment, of being fellow workers 
in Converting, of Sinners, and Saving of Soufss 


The Lord Biſhop of Oxford, in his Sermon preach'd 


4 


to the Societies for Reformation of Manners March B f 0; 
I 702. hath theſe Expreſſions 0 Since the Deſign and ford's 7 
| Mor to the 
Societies for 
Reformati- 


© Tendency of the Son of God's taking our Nature upon 


him, and of his whole Tranſaction in that Nature, was 
to fate ene en Vier and promote Purity g e“ 


” 


and Holineſs among Men, what an unſpeskable Comfort 2 3 


_ © and. Encouragement muſt this Doctrine afford to all 


- 
* 


* thoſe that are ſeriouſly concerned in that Glorious At- 


92248 


+ upon Earth, In lum be warketh, all cvil Spirigs, and all 
wicked Men; and from theſe ye mult expect tile moſt 


e A inet n eee 
and Hell, Angels, and Men, and Devils muſt fübmit, 
and whom no Coumſel or Power can oppoſe. _ 


1 
| Fes (34) | ; 
| Iuſt Liberties of Men from theirOppreſſion;-how much 
| r muſt their Characters riſe, Who are Inſtruments 
in the Hands of God for oppoſing that univerſal Tyran- 
Ki 1 i c. : a . P* i 0 n . : 
nanny which the Devil, the Prince of the Air, would ex- 
eeerciſe over the Souls of Men, for breaking the Fetters 
herewitli he enſhves them, and bringing them into 
the Service of God, which is perfect Freedom: 


Fhoſe Fools, that mate a Mock ar Sin; and a Jeſt of 

* Religion, thoſe deſpicable Wretches,who:ſerve the: Devil 
and divers Luſts, and are Vaſſals to their own-brutiſh 
Appetites and Affections, may deſpiſe and revile you: 

.* But fo would they have dealt with the Sox of God, had 
*they lived when he was upon Earth, and ſo did the 
'* Wicked of that Age treat him, and for the fame Reaſon; 
and ſurely, when you conſder him that endur d ſueh Contra- 
* diftions-of Sinners againſt himſelf, you will not tor any Re- 

* proaches you ſhall ſuffer from ſuch, for his Sake and Ser- 
Vice, grow weary and faixt in your Minds: You will go on 
with Alacrity, when you are aſſur d of the Countenance 
and Encouragement of your Governours; when your 
moſt Gracious Queen, in the very Beginning of Her 
Reign, has publickly own'd the Cauſe: you are engag'd 
in; ang when you may with tlie greateſt Confidence, 
depend upon the Value and Efteem, tlie Love and good 
Wiſhes, the fervent Prayers and beſt Aſſiſtance of all 
wiſe and good Men. You will perſevere to the End in 
this God-like Employment, when it affords you the 
Glorious Proſpect of being found, when your: Lord ſhall 
alt you lience, doing that which he himſelf was doing 
* when he was here. With what Extaſies of Joy will. 
"one ſo faund be tranſported at the Approach of Death ? 


- 


ihe Rr The Reverend Dr. Stanhope, in his Sermon 


as Dug: preackzt to the Societies, Decemd, 18. 1702. fays: thus, 
tanliope,, . x | 7 * 


- 
. 
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(35) 

The End'you propoſeto your ſelves by theſe Societies, is, pn of 

te without Diſpute, commendable and good; Approved Canterbury 
« by all whoſe Approbation is of value; Countenanc'd.in 3 
particular manner by that Pious Queen of ever precious n fer 2 
NMemorꝭ', Sc. Enforeed frequently by His late Majeſty; formation. 

and now afreſh by Her preſent Majeſty. But ſtill, t 
« « back d and ſupported with al theſe. Advan- 1702, 
tages, Reformation of Manners, almoſt above any o- 

ther Undertaking, is certain to encounter with a World 

© of. Difficulties and Prejudires. _ I dare preſume, upon 
leave in your Names, to declare, that you. knew not 
* how to wifh any = more for the general Reputa- 
tion and Advantage the Work you have underta ken, 
tha that all Press g to be Griofied, with the; Me- 
2 a8 Peſign, would ſtrictly enquire, into 

your Orders, the Caution, the Prudence, and the En- 


deavours, that no 1 ſhall blemiſh the Ma- 
4 nagement of them = 
t is fo far from A Camifort or an . 
© as to be indeed the 118 eſt Aggravation of our Folly 
4 2 4 our Sorrows, to enjoy the beſt Laws and the 
6 happieſt Conſtitution, if we turn the one into a dead 
Letter, and will not ſuffer, gur ſelves to be bleſsd by 
0 the othier;-: But bleſs d by either we can never be, ex- 
4 ce effectual Care be taken for che exemplary. Pu- 
niſhment of Wickedneſs, which if trium Arndt, and 
once an Over: match for Authority and Virtue, will 


ſoon fiibvets the very Foundations upon which all Go- 


* verament ſtands, and tnuſt, in the courſe. of things, 


3 e „ pc and, voſt weren 
Heltruckte n: 


TG bod, i Toon 2 * F "Hog 


8 Pray let any ſerious Man pat wk * it our 47 


— 


*zjitv, our Honour tochave Hholome Laws: and can 


iT 


Lit: by infamogs taendeavour:ghar-we ſhall have them _ 
2 2 e 


6 
to no purpoſe? Is this to be Subjects and Patriots? Is 
* this to be good Men and Chriſtians, to think Civility | 
* obl:ges us ro ſee the moſt ſacred things inſulted and 
trodden under Foot, without vindicating or taking any 
notice of the Afﬀrcont 2 Did Martyrs ever dare to die 
© for Religion, when the Laws of the State were againſt 
* it; and have not we the Courage to ſpeak or ſhew 
* any Concern for. Religion, when the Conſtitution is 
on our ſide, and all for fear that they who have no. <. 
regard to Religion, ſhould hatè or revile us for calling 
them to account? Can any Fidelity oblige. us to flat- 
ter Men in Wickedneſs, or the Rules of good Breed- 
ing ſuperſede thoſe of the Bible and our Statute-Book x 
* The: Heathen: Orator could ſay, that no Friendſhip 
äbinds/ againſt the Common · Intereſt. And is it then 
* a Bar to the higher and antecedent Engagements of 
* Oaths:and Vows, and Sacramental Covenants ſuper- 
added to the Advantage of the Publick ; let us not, 
** I Leſcech. you, continue to delude our ſelves with 
falſe Notions and empty Names; for ſuch are Honour, 
** Decency, and Friendſhip, when ſer in Oppoſition to 
* Virtue, Religion, and the Common Good: nay, they 
* are. worle than empty Names, they are the Honour 
* of Conſęirators, the Decency;of Fat aſises, the Friend- 
* thip:of Bauditti and MHurderers. er 


Light and Darknc(s are not more diſtant. than are 
this venomous: Brood ſrom you gaod Men, whole 
* only :Buſineſs' and Deſire: it is to reſtrain thoſe Exor- 
*© bitancics, which no gocd Man can, or ought, paticntly 
to fee rampant and- out-braving the! Laws of God and 
% Man:by. their Impunity, Sc. 


: " Fhe only part remaining for mne on this Ogcaſion, 15 
5 | 2 | vl C 
0 aule 


" * 
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1 Cauſe of God and Virtue, bleſſed be ye of the Eord, Sc. 


. The Biſhop of Chicheſter, in his Sermon cating on The Lord 


the ſame Occaſion, March 3oth, 1703. thus expreſſed 1 


himſelf. ? Almighty God expects that his Honour ſhou'd Sermon to 


* be: righted, his Juſtice vindicatel amongſt Men, by % Secierics 


R - 
their making ſuch Laws as ſhall beſt anſwer that end, 2 . 


and by ſupporting thoſe Laws by a due and vigorous preach'd 
; Execution, as the Caſe ſhall r Sc. —_— a. ao 
c When Matters are come to this kxtremity, * chen the 
* Provocations run high, that Authority is aftronted, 
and the moſt ſacred things prophaned ; that Men make 


a Mock at Sin, and it wall ks abroad with: a bare&lacec 


: Ampudence, Compaſſion is then 2 Fault, and next to 
them that do offend, are they to be reputed guilty, 
* who have it in their Power, and to whole Station and 

a Place it doth belong, ſhall yet take no Care to diſcoun- 
* tenance and puniſh that which. the Laws of God anul | 
Men do aſlign proper Puniſhments lor, . 


It becomes neceſſiry to make an Example of notorious 


N Odenders, partly for their own Sakes, whom when no- 


' thing £lic will, this may happen to reclaim; and much 
more for the fake of others; that, as the Apoſtle faith, 
' others may fear, who when they ſhall ſee the Laws i impare 
tally executed, are then likely, if ever, to be reformed, 
*and prevented from committing the like Crimes, tho 
' otherwile ey er or ruiſpoled: to the Pract ice of chem. 


There: arc Private! Perſons whb may 3 reprove; . — 
* admonilh, threaten, diſcover, complain, appeal, and 
who are to act as the Occaſion ſhall offer ; and in- 
* deed without this liætle Good is to be done; ; becauſe thoſe 
that have Authority to puniſh, have not the Opportu- 
J. nity 


- * 
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(38) 
nity often bf obſerving, ſo that, generally ſpeaking, as 
© a Reformation depends much, upon a due Execution of 
che Laws, ſo it is as much depending upon a due Tfor- 
©mation; and which is fo much the harder to find a Zeal 
for, becauſe it is in them that undertake it, a voluntary 
Act, and to which they are by no other Law obliged 
* ordinarily, than that of Conſcience, and a true Zeal for 
the Honour of God, and the Good of Mankind, Sr. 


perhaps there is no Natbon in the World that hath 
* ſo good Laws-againſt Immorality and Vice in all In- 
©ſtances of it, as ours: And therefore if the Execution 
®correſpond. with the Law, there cannot but be a due 
*Regulatity amongſt all Orders of Men.” But the Laws 
of themſelves are a dead Fetter, and tis Aceuſation and 


Execution gives Life to them; and if either of theſe be 
* wanting, that either it is not complain d of (when no- 


'Hrious and chere is a Neceſſity for it) or nor puniſhed 
upon the Complaint, the Nation it ſelf is in Danger, and 
the Government mult ſink under the Weight of ſuch 
*Remiſneſs, and all the evil Effects which follow ſuch a 
Neglect, will be juſtly chargeable upon them, who ei- 
*rher as private. Chriſtians, or Men in place, are obliged 
to ſtand up in mai taining thoſe Laws in fall Authority, 
©, which, have been made amongſt us, Se. 
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What remains then, but that ſince we have: all by 


.: *Proteflion Hiſted" our ſelves: under the Banner of our 


* ? 


L133 ? "I"; ide 
s an Cäpzeities wage War 


oon and Saviour gn Si ine World, ar ene Devil, 

chat ade in our ſeveral Places an Capfeities a 

With thoſe Enemies of his Kingdom arid'our Salvation, 
© > Ghar, de as, 8. Fade fürn e 

| ie® 2 3 +460 1-H FI es 1 Gil © 

wd earneſtly contend for“ the 


V. 3. be -exborted' that 
aith which was once de- 


© livered to the Saints, againſt” alf Frfeligibn; Blaſ- 
;*,phemy and Prophaneneſs, againſt all Wickednels and 
+. 8; | Immo- 


"WP; 


6. | | | EY | 
*fuffered ſo much, Go. 
. bs pu 3 : 77 FF, * 


. 
Immoraltty, and perſevere therein notwithſtanding all 
© Diſcouragements wWhatſoever; and may this ſo be done 
to the end. But when I ſay Diſcouragements, I may re- 
* cal it, when we have not only the Protection, but the 
Authority and Command of Her preſent Majeſty to 
© enforce it. When we have ſuch a viſible Succeſs attend- 
ing this Undertaking. When that which was like 
AElijab's Cloud, as a Man's Hand, has extended it ſelf 
far and near, not only through many, if not moſt of the 
© reformed Churches of Europe, but hath carried its tri- 
* umphant Banners even to America, and we hope, in 
conjunction with that ſo celebrated a Corporation now 
* eſtabliſhed, may end as well in the Converſion of the 
* Barbarqus Natives of remote Parts to Ciriffionity, as 
* of Chriſtians to. beiter, and more religious Temper 


and State of. Life. _ 


What Encouragement is this! or when had the 


Nation or Church a greater Glory attending it; when 
* a Work ſo honourable to our Religion hath Exgland 
* appealing at the Head of it? 50 that upon the Prof- 
* pet of What is in View, and of what is under Conſide- 
ration amongſt us, God ſeems to have a Reſerve 


* Mercy for this Church and Nation, S. 


« _ , + a 


The Reverend Dr. Willis, in his Sermon preached to 2 ,_._ 

the Societies, Decem. 1703. thus expreſſes himſelf : As rend Dr; 

our Bleſſed Saviour was contented to do good not with. Willi, 

* ſtanding all the Ingratitude and evil returns he met with; 1K. Ty 
ſo he did at laſt lay down his Life in the ſame Calle. Sermon ro 


© All this be underwent to do us good; and therefore I 5 2 


hope we ſhall not grudge a little of our pains and charge , 


Dec. 1703. 


to carry on thoſe good Deſigns, for which he did and ge 


an, } 
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| | I ſhall take notice of ſome of thole Ways or Inſtan- 
| ces, wherein more eſpecially we ought to do good to 
* others, and whereby we may belt terve the Detign of 
our preſent meeting together. | | | 


| , 1. We ought, as Providence puts it in our Power, 
1 to do what good we can to the Souls of Men; and as | 
Ih this is really the greateſt good we can do them; fo there 
14 is no Man but may one way or other be ſerviceable in 
Fil this reſpect, Sc. And a great deal of this might be 
| {| done without fetting up for the Office of Miniſters, 
1 * would Men, as I have ſhewed before, do the Duty of 

1 good Fathers and good Maſters, of good Magiſtrates, 

* and good Friends, of good Men, and good Neighbours, 


: 
| 
| 9 2. It is the Buſineſs of him that is a Magiſtrate, or 
| *to whom God has given Power, and Authority, and Re- 
* putation in the World, ro make ule of thoſe advantages _. 
to reſtrain the Wickedneſs of Men, to prevent Publick | 
| Scandal, and to Incourage thoſe that do well. Tis cer- 
( tainly the Duty of ſuch Perfons, rho' they cannot pre- 
vent all Vice, yet however to ſee that wickedneſs ſhan't 
* openly and publickly brave it, that it ſhan't grow im- 
* pudent and barefaced, and run down Piety and Religi- 
on. In ſhort, tis the Duty of thoſe in Power and Au- 
* rity to ſtand up ſor the Cauſe of God, who gave them 
that Power, to be Men of Piety and Religion them- 
* ſelves, and to do what they can that other People may _.. 
be ſo too. 
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*f ſhall add only theſe Two Conſiderations on this 
* Head, and then proceed : 3 


1//, That 


* * 
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ſo buſie and active in promoting Wickednels in the 
World, in procuring Companions in Sin, and in making 
* Lewdneſs and Debauchery eaſie to Mens Conſciences; 


pains to reclaim, as well as. others to corrupt and de- 


run by it, if thoſe that are good wo'nt in ſome pro- 


4 | 
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1ſt, That Wicked Men are, I won't ſay fo. zealous, but 


that the World will be in great Danger of being over- 
* portion indeavour to ſtop the Torrent ; and take ſome 


bauch thoſe about them. And certainly this is one of 


all the Cauſes in the World that Men need not and ſhould: 


not be baſhful in; for it ĩs to be e PIER the 
beſt Work they can do; it is to be aſhamed of the C: 
* of God, and of their Religion ; for tis Piet y, and Vir- 


Cauſe 


tue, änd the Fear of God, that are qur Religion more 
than any particular Opinions, and he that's aſhamed 


or afraid to profeſs and practiſe thoſe, himſelf, or to pro- 


* mote them in others, is truly aſhamed of Chriſt and 
© his Word; of which I ſhall ſay nothing but the Words 


of our Bleſſed himſelf, Whe/cever ſhall be aſhamed of me 


aud of my Word, in this Adulterous and Sinful Genera- 


© fron, of him Hall the Son of Man be a(hame d when he comes 


in bis Glory before his, Father and the Holy Angels. 


24, The Second Conſideration I would propoſe is 


*this, That many of us heretofore may have been too 


_*mſtrumental in the Devil's Service, and contributed to- \ 


1 * 
* 0 


* wards: the Corruption of the World, and the Joſs of 
© Souls, by our lufluęnce or Authority, or evil Example; 


©an.ithercore, as God expects we ſhouſd make Repara- 
* con or Wrong done according to our Power; it lies 
* Upon us to undo this as much as we .can ;.- eſpecially 


_ © to endeavour to bring over thoſę Perſons we, may have 


been the means of Corrupting ; but ifthat be now out 
© of gur Power, citlicr by rcaſon-of diſtance of place, or 
ET K diverſity 
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* diverſity of condition, or becauſe they are already en- 
tered upon their unchangeable State, or ſo hardened in 

Sin that we cannot do any good upon them; yet 
however, ſtill Reparation is to be made to the World for 
the Miſchief and Diſorder that may have been cauſed 
by this means, and efpeciafly to our Saviour Jeſus 


© Chriſt, for the weakening his Kingdom, and the los of 


7 rhoſe Souls he died to fave. 


The laſt way. F ſhall mention of doing good to the 
*- Publick is, That tho” we have no hand in Publick 
Offices or Affairs our ſelves, yet we ſhoukd do what we 
ean in our private Capacity to encourage thoſe who are 
**zealous to put Laws in Execution for the Publick 
Good; efpecially for the Suppreſſing of Prophaneneſs 
and Immorality, as being one of the beſt Services they 
can do, both for the Church and the Kingdom: Our 
Duty with reſpect to ſuch Perſons is, to honour and: 
eſteem them; to give them the Praiſe that is due to 
* ſuch worthy Deſigns ; to. put the beſt Conſtruction 
*-upon their Actions; and by* doing what we can to- 
*make the thing honourable to encourage. others to- 
"do the fame ll... — 9 2 228 


4 
4 


It has bcen a great Diſcouragement to ſuch good 
Defigns, that if Men are active to put Laws in Exe- 
* cution, they muſt provoke a great many whole Inte- 
*reſt or whoſe Appetites ate to be controuled and re- 
*ſtrained, and ſuch as theſe will be elamorous and noily,,. 
Wand they will always find ſome to-'countenange them 
n ho affect the Reputation of being Wiſe by doing 
* nothing, and by neither giving themſelves nor any 
Body elſe any trouble. And therefore on the other ſide, 


* 


Wall that wiſh well to ſo good a Work ſhould ſtand up 


in their Defence, ang.-give them their due Praiſe, and 
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make this, which is indeed the Cauſe of God, Honours 
able in the World. | OO | 


6 5 is indeed the Duty of good Chriſtians to be Zea- 


lous in the Service of God -whatever Treatment they 
meet with, to go through evil Report or good Report 


themſelves, ſo they can but bring Honour to God; and 


I queſtion not but there are a great many who would 
do it, and cheerfully too. But I ara ſure it is not for tlie 


Honour of God, or the Good of the World that they 
fhould be put upan this Trial. No, to reſpect ſuc 

Perſons, is what the good cauſe they ingaged in requires 
from us, and hat We ought in Gratitude to pay thofe 


ho are che Inſtruments of doing good tothe World. | 
I would now in the laſt place-addreſs my ſelf to 


" &.040 w & 6A 


thoſe worthy Perſons who are more particularly con- 
cerned in the occaſion of our preſent meeting together, 
Whether Magiſtrates, or Aſſiſtants to thoſe good De- 


ſigns by their Advice and Contributions, of laſtly thofe 


who by their Pains and Trouble in giving Informations 
inable the Magiſtrates more effectually to do their 
Duty. 1 ; 


our good Deſigns and the good Effects of them are 


now ſo manifeſt, that I need not give any particular ac- 
count of them, and much leſs need to ſay any thing ih 
their defence; what you have already done, and what 
you are ſtill doing does not require an Apology, but 
the Praiſe and Thankſulne(s. of all good Men, of all 
thoſe that wiſh well either to Religion, or their Coun- 
try; which I hope: you have, and their Prayers too, 


that God would increaſe your Numbers, and ſtrengthen 
your Hands, and give a Bleſſing to your Endeavonrs. 


F 2 I have 
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I have all along hinted at many. Arguments which 


may encourage you mot to be weary. in well doing, and 


* therefore ſhall now only propoſe theſe two things more 
* to your Conſideration and fo conclude. 


1. The firſt is this, That tho' the Work, in which you 
are engaged, be in it ſelf a Work of Juſtice, yet it is al- 
ſo a Work of the greateſt Charity. Ir is great Charity to 
* the Souls of Men, to their Bodies, to their Famihes, 

and to all that belong ro them, all which are great Suſ- 
ferers by Vice and Immorality. It is frequently a 
great Charity and Kindneſs to the Offenders themſelves, 
who may be amended, or at leaſt reſtrained by the 
Correction of the Law: but it is always a Charity to 

our Country to prevent Diſorders in it, and to man 
particular Perſons who may be kept within Bounds by 
the Example of the Puniſhment of others. 


„ & 0 


4 
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© As a prudent reſtraint may preſerve a Man's Inno- 
cence, and prevent his Corruprion, ſo it may bring 
him to Conſideration afterwards,-and by that be the 
beginning of a ſincere Converſion, When a Perſon 
finds his way hedg'd up with Briars and Thorns, it 
may make him think of returning, and be more ready 
to hearken to the Monitions of his Conſcience, and the 
* good Advice of Frienc's or Miniſters, and we have fre- 
* quent Inſtances of the Converſions of Men which have 
had their beginning upon this Bottom; and therefore 
* the removing Temptations, and the making Vice difh- 
* cult and uneaſy by the execution of the Laws againſt it, 
is upon all accounts a great Charity. 


2. The other Argument I would make uſe of to en- 
courage your Zeal is this, That the engagirg the Au- 
thority of the Law, and the Power of the Magiſtrates 


againſt 


( 45 ) 


* againſt Immorality and Prophaneneſs, is the moſt like- 


* ly Method to prevent the Judgments of God, which 
* they may otherwiſe bring down upon our Church and 


Nation. 


National Sins deſerve National Judgments; and un- 
* leſs God have ſome other wiſe Ends of his Providence 
* to ſerve by ſparing ſuch a Nation, will very likely 
* bring them down upon it ; upon which account the 
* beſt Service we can do our Country is, to endeavour by 
* a general Reformation to appeaſe the Wrath of God: 
* but if that cannot be done, however to turn the Edge 
* of the Law, and the Authority of the Nation againſt 
Sin and Wickedneſs, which if we do, we have Reaſon 
* to hope, that tho' the Offenders may be many, yet 
that God will not look upon the Wickedneſs to be 
* National, nor Puniſh the whole for it, but let eve 
* Man bear his own Burthen, and the Guilt follow on- 
* ly the particular Offenders. 


The laſt thing I would obſerve is this, That this 


* Zeal of Phineas, which you ſee had ſuch great Effects, 
*.was only the Zeal of a ſingle Perſon ; which ſhould be 
a a great encouragement to us, to do our Duty, and to 
be Zealous for God and Religion, tho we have not fo 
many to joyn with us, as we might perhaps deſire. I 
am afraid that a great many are apt to be diſcouraged 
by thinking that all they can do will ſignifie very little, 
as to the main of Affairs, that if the World be wicked, 
© it is like to be ſo ſtill, when they have done all they 
© can, and that if God beangry with us for our Sins, it 
© is not a kngle Perfon, or a tew that can turn away his 
Wrath; ſuch thoughts as theſe, I doubt, make roo 
© many lie quite ſtill, and neglect to do what otherwiſe 
they might and would do: but we ought to Wan 
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that every one ſhould make this excuſe for himſelf, as 
it is certain one may make it as well as another, the 
World would quickly be a fad place, and much worſe 
than it is; and on the other ſide, did none diſcourage 
themſelves by this, it might quickly be much better. 
We ought all therefore chearfully to do our Duties in 
out ſeveral Statiofis, and leave the event to God. It js 
hot any one Soldier in an Army, that can, tho“ Ly 


War: but if every one ſhould under that pretente ex- 
cuſe himſelf, they would then all together do nothing. 
We cannot tell how much good a Man may do in the 
World, that does heartily and ſeriouſly ſet about it: or 
how few People, that do with Zeal 155 Vigor ſet them- 
ſelves againſt the wickedneſs of the Times, and hear- 
tily interceed with God, may turn his Wrath aw 
from us. We cannot but be all ſenſible what marks of 
his Diſpleaſure we felt in the late dreadful Storm, and in 
what a critical Poſture: dur Affairs now ſtand; and 
therefore how much it concerns us to make our Peace 
with him, leaſt he quite give us up. | 
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* To Conclude all in a Word, We have this further 
encouragement to do our Duty, that if God ſhould, for 


ligence their part to provoke his Wrath, ſhall have all 
the Guilt of it to anſwer for in another World: and 
on the other fide, there is this comfort. for thoſe who 
do endeavour to ſtand in the Gap, that if notwithſtand- 


be loſt; God will either fave tliem from the commo 


* Calamity; or bleſs them under it, or, which will be 


better than all, by it bring them to Heaven, 


It 


the greateſt Valour, do much toward the Succeſs of a 


the fake of thoſe that are good among us, think fit to 
ſpare us, yet they, who do by their ill Lives and Negs 


ing all they can do yct Tniquity does {:1] ſo abound, that 
God ſhall think fit to give us up, their labour ſhall not 


not to be eaſily. 


it may not be an unneceſſary Caution that I no-. 
gwe. you, notwithſtanding all theſe Encouragements 
and all the Advantages I have here laid before you 


- vigorouſly in this Noble Deſign, 


iſcouraged by the ſmall Number 
of your Friends, or others, that may heartily con- 


for your engaging 


cur with you in it, upon its being recommended to 


them, at the firſt eſpecially. The Number of zealous 
and prudent Chriſtians are, I doubt, few in compariſon 
with the Lukewarm and Prophane, in moſt Places, Four 
or Five of theſe will make a good Beginning in any 
Place, tho they ſhould be of the Inferiour Rank; of which 
fort of Men, I conceive, Societies may be more eaſily raid, 
not only becauſe theſe are of the far greater Number, 
but becauſe Men of Title and of great Eſtates, too ſel- 
dom apply themſelves to Religious Undertakings, where- 
in much Trouble or Shame may be expected: Nor are 
you to be diſheartened by the backwardneſs of Magi- 
ſtrates, ifit ſhould fare ſo hard with you, as that you have 
but one Magiſtrate near you that hath a juſt ſence of 
his Duty in this reſpect, and that will readily receive 
Informations; and others, in defiance of all their, Obli- 
gateions, in contempt of the repeated Commands of the 


Government, and in manifeſt contradiction to their 


* printed Orders of Seſſions, (wherein they formally in- or «7 
vite good Chriſtians to give Informations againſt the Se/fons chat 
Breaches of the Laws, and promiſe to give them all due , 
Encouragement in it) will do it only becauſe they can't an: ana 
avoid:it, and therefore act with Diſcouragement to faith- 6 Cir.- 
ful Officers, and ſuch other pious Perſons, as out of a ee 

. > . 57 mat: 
Love to God and their Neighbour bring them Informa- 
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tions, by giving them unneceſſary Delays, and putting Van 


them under all manner of Diſcouragements when they and viel ou 


CY Perfors. 
attend upon them on this Occaſion + Nor by the Re- Glo. % 


s of bad Men, nay, of Friends and Relations, 5,61 


„ ae ie 140 bf God apt of the Nap op? l . 
% have the Laws of God and of. tlie Nation c 
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Ferret. 5; . ac. vey? | | 
" 4 1601, Her Majeſty's, the late King's, and your late Repreſen- 


Zack. cg. tatives in Parliament Declarations, the publick Appro” 


* 8. 1691. . f 8 p . | 
hg 65. bations of Miniſters of State, ſo many Lords, Biſhops, 


Midd. 1692 and Judges of Two Kingdoms, and of the Nobility and 
Lon. 1693. Clergy of the Third; the Aſſiſtance of thoſe that are al- 
LG ready engaged in this Undertaking, the Eſteem and 
Ton. 1697. Prayers of other good Men, and your own Conſcience 
1 1 on your ſide. If this is a good Work, ſuch Diſcourage- 
Glo#.1698, ments as theſe are ro be expected in fo degenerate an- 
Midd. 16 Age as we are fallen into, ſince Oppoſitions, either pub- 
[| T3 e lick or private, under one pretence or other, to good 
1 Lon. 170, Deſigns, for the beating down of the Devil's Kingdom, 
_ have ever been in the World, and may, I think, ever 
1 Lind 122, be expected from wicked Men, who are the Devil's In- 
Welti. 4p, ſtruments, whilſt there are any ſuch in it. Nay, ſuch 


| 
[4 5.17902. Obſtructions as I have mentioned, and others of the 
' 


Middl. Apr, , ; : 
12 90 ſame kind, have been, and may ſtill be met with from many 


| Surry. Ap. of thoſe that are not only not accounted the worſt fort of 
| 
' 


14 d. Men, but from whom Encouragement and Aſſiſtance in 
| Southampt. 7 


4514. 170% theſe Matters might reaſonably be hop'd ; tho it may 


Somerſet y in truth, appear a very ſhocking thing, and I am apt 
ror aft think will be ſo to the Ages to come, that ſuch as 


| 15+ 1702, are not thought to be the Enemies of God and Religion, 
it e thould with any countenance continue to give open Ob- 
wy M.nbter tions to the Execution of the Laws againſt Pro- 
Airii23. ftanels and Vice, and other charitable and proper Methods 
772 ,, of furthering the Reformation of Mens Lives, and the 
1702, Saving of their Country from ruine; and eſpecially that 
Britol r. they ſhould do this in a Proteſtant Country, where 
1702. 17 4 X 14. | * 
Clter ap, tee Methods have been-approv d in fo puthick and ſo- 
1702 temn a manner, by ſo many Perſons in Authority in 


Glouclt” Church and State, that few, if any good Defigns that 
Hr. gaz. a F : 8 
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Menseuth have been et on foot in it, or in any other Chriſtian 
May 26. Country, have cver been. Oppolitions, amt even Suf— 
'crings, when they encounter us in this glorious Caule, 

| are 
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and in hopes of an everlaſting Recompence for all our 
Sufferings in the Cauſe of our Lord and Maſter on the 
other ſide of the Grave. 
To conclude, Sir, you are, I hope, by this time of 
opinion, that there hath not been a matter of greater 
Conſequence propoſed to you perhaps in your Life, or a 
greater opportunity offered you of doing more good to 
the World, nor probably ever may be. God grant that 
you may have a right Underſtanding of it, and a Will 
to act accordingly, zealouſly to purſue all proper Methods 
of Reformation, ſo as may be moſt for the Honour of 
God, the Intereſt of Mankind, and your everlaſting 
Comfort. I may poſſibly, Sir, in a Month or two, de- 
fire of you the Trouble, I hope I might more juſtly ſay 
the Pleaſure, of an Account of ſome confiderable Pro- 
greſs that you have made in this great Affair, directed to 
ſuch a place as I may give you notice of in my Letter, 
when I may fend you ſuch other Directions as may be 
thought neceſſary; tho I preſume, that theſe I have now 
communicated to you, with thoſe contained in the Books 
[ herewith ſend you, and which your own Judgment and 
Experience may ſupply you with, may, generally ſpeak- 
ing, beſufficient not only for yours and your Friends act- 
ing vigorouſly and with Advantage in the Places near you, 
but to enable you and them to ſet this Matter on foot in 
any Town or larger Village of the Kingdom, where you 
have an Acquaintance with, or but the bare Knowledg of 
any religious and tolerably prudent Perſon, to whom you 
may know how to ſend the Books I have mentioned; 
and ſhall communicate the Directions | have given you in 
this long Letter, for your full Inſtruction in this pious 
Work. 83-8; 


Tours, 


G POST. 


are then, I think, to be born with Patience, if not with 
Cheerfulneſs, out of a Love to God and our Neighbour, 
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POSTSCRIPT. 


T Should, Sir, tell you, that the little Diſcourſes a- 
I gainſt Prophane Swearing and Curſing, Drunkenneſs, 

ncleanneſs, and *Prophanation of the Lord*s- Day, &c. 
and the Anſwer to the Scandalous Objetions that are made 
againſt thoſe pious and uſeful Perſons as, out of a Love to 
God and their Neighbour, give Informations to the Magi- 
ſtrates of theſe Enormities, which are fent you, with the 
other Books, may be given to ſuch as are guilty of any 
of theſe Offences, and eſpecially by ſach as inform a- 
gainſt them, and at that time that they are convicted of 
theſe Offences, by the Magiſtrates, (with whom, or their 
Clerks, ſome Number of them may be lodg'd, to be thus 
diſpoſed of) for the furthering of their Repentance for 
their Sin, that they may avoid the everlaſting Puniſhment 
of it, at a time when they are ſo apt to be awakened to 
Conſideration, and a ſenſe of their Sin, which are great 
Steps toward Converſion, by the Temporal Puniſhment 
and Shame that is inflicted upon them; and that more- 
over ſuch Offenders may be fully convinc'd, that the 
Perſons that bring them to Puniſhment do therein as be- 
comes good Chriſtians, and Members of the Community, 
for religious Ends, and with charitable Intentions to- 
| wards them; and may not therefore add to their Sin and 
Folly by entertaining any unchriſttan Reſentments for 
their thus acting: and this is a Method that J find recom- 
mended by thoſe that are concerned in ſome of the So- 
cieties for Reformation, who have given away, at their 
own Expence, a great many thouſands of them, beſides 
about Ten Thouſand of the larger Books which ! have 
ſent you relating to this Deſign, and a vaſt number of 
other Books for the awakening of Men toa Senſe of their 


Sins, 


(51) 
Sins, and care of their Souls. I might have likewiſe ad- 
ded, that this great Work may be very much promoted 
by yours and your Friends acquainting well-inclined 
Perſons, that they may be very ſerviceable in buying up 
and giving away any of theſe Books, as of the Account 
of the Societies, and the Help to Reformation, which are 
now, for the General Benefit of the Publick, fold at a 
very unuſual cheap rate. 
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The Obligations of a 


Juſtice of the Peace, 


To be diligent in the Execution of the Penal 
Laws againſt Prophaneneſs and Debanchery, for 
the Effecting of a National Reformation. 


In a Letter to a Friend, 


STIR, | 

Gave you in my laſt long Letter an Account of the 
1 Progreſs of the Reformation of Munners; and I could 
not but hope that you would be well pleaſed to hear, 
that the Endeavours of it, that have fo lately obtain'd 
the Approbation and Countenance of many of the 
Lords, Biſhops and Judges of the Kingdoms of England 
and Ireland, and of the Nobility and Clergy of Scotland, 
have been ſucceſsful for the giving a Check to the horrid 
Debauchery and Impieties of the Age; that Attempts of 
this kind were likewiſe carrying on in our Neighbouring 
and ſome more remote Nations; and in ſeveral of them, 
by the Influence of our Endeavours here, which may 
give you juſt hopes not only of a further Reformation 
in thoſe Countries, but that this great Work will be ſet 


on foot in other parts of the World, when the Account 


of the Scheme and Succeſs of our Endeavonrs therein, 


which is now tranſlating into the more general Langua-. 


ges, are known to them. And having done this more 
particularly in that long Letter, I thenoffered you ſome 
Motives and Directions for your engaging with more Ad- 

| vantage 
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vantage in this Noble Undertaking : But I conſider d you, 


Sir, therein only as a private Chriſtian, and a good Mem- 
ber of the Community, as one without any publick Au- 
thority, and under no other Obligations to be active in 
this pious Work than what your Religion in general, 
and your Baptiſmal Engagements (whereby you were 
liſted in your Lord and Maſter's Service, againſt the 
Devil's Kingdom) laid upon you, which I hope, you 
thought fuſficient to engage you in it; but having under. 
ſtood, that ſince the Regulation of the Commiſſion of the 
Peace in your County, you are put into that Commiſ- 


fion, I take the freedom to lay before you ſome other 


Conſiderations that are proper and more peculiar to you, 
as you are in that publick Capacity. 

And give me leave, Sir, to put you in mind, that be- 
ſides your Obligations as a Chriſtian and a Member of 
the Community, to concur in promoting this hopeful 
Reformation, you are, if you take upon you this Com- 
miſſion, under other Engagements, as you are a Magi- 
firate, and have taken an Oath and a publick Truſt upon 
you to execute the Laws; which ſurely, Sir, are very 
great and indiſpenſible Obligations. But further, by 
your being inveſted with Authority, you have thereby 
a manifeſt Advantage for the furthering of this Work, 
which private Perſons are allo without, who, notwith- 
ſtanding all their Diſadvantages, act herein with great 
Concern and Succeſs, in molt Parts of the Kingdom, 


and who, by doing ſo, are as it were Eyes and Hands to 
Magiſtrates, and give thema ſtill greater Advantage, and 


which do make ſuch Magiſtrates as do not exerciſe their 
Anthority, and endeavour to diſcharge their Qbligati- 
ons in ſome meaſure as they ought, now appear more 1n- 
excuſable. 


If then 'tis ſo evident, that Magiſtrates are thus under | 


varicus and indiſpenſible Obligations to execute the Lops ; 
er 
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for the ſuppreſſing of Vice and Prophaneneſs, can any 
Magiſtrates that are willing to acquit themſelves herein 
as they ought, think that they ought to do leſs, tho 
they ſhould therein receive Diſcouragements from wic- 
ked Men, and from ſome perhaps of their own Bedy, 
than to ſuppreſs the open Violations of thoſe Laws, 
when they come to have a Knowledg of them, as Pro- 
phane Swearing and Curſing, by Perſons of what Quality 
ſoever; than to take their Walks ſumetimes, as ſome tru- 
ly honourable Magiſtrates here do (whoſe Names will 
ſurely be mention d with Honour in the Records of A- 


ges to come) to obſerve what Diſorders there are com 


mitted in their Corporations, or other Places near them: 
to inſpect into publick Houſes on the Lord's Day, as the 
Juſtices of Middleſex have formerly, and very lately a- 
greed among themſelves to do (as appears by their 
X printed Orders of Seſſions) for the puniſhing and pre- 
venting of Tipling in them; and to hinder Drovers, 


Middleſex April Carricrs, &c, travelling on that Day; and to ſend out 


their Conſtables for the ſame purpoſe on the Lord's: Day'; 
and on other Days of the Week ordering of them to go 
about the Streets, and into the Markets, and other pub- 
lick Places, to take up Swearers, Drunkards, and lewd 
Perſons, out of Houſes of ill Fame, and to bring 'em 
before them to be puniſn'd (which Conſtables may do 
without a Warrant from a Juſtice) and to make exam- 
ples of ſuch Officers as they find negligent in their Duty 
in theſe Matters; and more eſpecially to give diſpatch, 
reſpect, and all poſſible Encouragement to ſuch pious 
and highly uſeful Perſons, as often with great Trouble, 
Difficulty and H1zard (and too frequently with greater 
Damage and Charge to them than the Penalty, which 
the Law inflicts on the prophane and vicious Perſons that 
they inform againſt, amounts to) for the ſappreſling ot 
the Diſhonour that is ſo openly offer'd to Almighty 
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God, the temporal and eternal Ruin of their Fellow- 
Chriſtians, and of national Judgments, bring them In- 
formations of any of the Diſorders that I ha ve meatio- 
ned, or any other Breaches of the Laws of the ſame 


kind ; to which they have been incited and incouraged 


by his Ma jeſty's Proclamations, the * printed Orders of 9 
Seſſions of the Juſtices of the Peace of many Counties encourage grod 


and Cities of the Kingdom, the Diſcourſes of many of Chriſtians and 


"3:05 . . d Citi 
our Reverend Divines lately publiſh'd, and the Circular 5 n 


Leiter of the Lord Arch - biſhop of Canterbury, dated Apr. mations to Ma- 


4. 1599. in which the Biſhops of that Province con- — 1 
curr'd; wherein, as I told you in my laſt, Miniſters are vicious Perſons. 


directed by their Biſhops to put the Laity in mind that er Fuly 
tis their Duty to give ſuch Informations, and to meet Midileſes Ful 
frequently together, to conſult upon the moſt adviſable 5, 1691. 
Methods of doing it ; and ſuch Meetings, and others of 2 
thiskind, which we call Societies for Reformation of Man- 1691, what 
ers, and which ſo many Perſons in Authority in Church nam 0. 
and State have in ſo publick and ſolemn a manner de- Bann 189%. 
clar'd their high Approbation of, do give Magiſtrates £1ndon 1693. 
mighty Advantages for the effectual ſuppreſſing of our 1345 LOA. 
Debauchery and Impieties, and muſt, Sir, give you and London 1595. 
other Magiſtrates that have a ſenſe of their Duty in £994" 1697. 


N Middl. 1597. 
this reſpect, a great encouragement to be zealous in it. London 538 


L ſhall not, Sir, after J have laid before you your Ob- Gleceft. 1698. 


ligations, and many and great Advantages for your fur. London 4544 
theriag this Noble Work, repreſent to you how diiho- Lincoln day 


nourable it is in its ſelf, and may &er long appear to the 22 1700. 
whole Nation, for Magiltrates to take ſolemn Oaths and "ak ; = 
Truſts upon them to execute Laws, and to be grofly neg- Lincoln 170 r. 
ligent therein, and even to obſtruct the Execution of thoſe Weſiminſter 

. 3 - . l Abr. 8. 1702. 
Laws wherein the lutereſt of Religion is unqueſtionably u Apr. 
ſo much concern'd, after they have in their printed Orders * 702, 

; 

aſſur'd the World they would do thecontrary 3 nor the 122.“ 4 


many and fatal Miſchiefs that ſuch unhappy Magiſtrates Southanyton 
bring 2” 14. 1794 
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14. 1702. 


London Apr. 15. 


170 2. 


Preſton Apr. 15+ 


1702. 
Mancheſter Apr. 
23.1702, 
Suſſex Ap.1762 
Briſtol Ap. 1702 
Cheſter Ap1702 
Glouceſter Apr. 
1702. 
Monmouth May 
26. 1702, Cc. 
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"Somerſet Apr. bring on Multitudes of particular Perſons, and on the 


Nation in general, and conſequently, what a heavy load 
of Guilt they do thereby contract, who have no regard 
to their Duty in any Inſtances of it that I have herein 
mention'd, and do thereby evidently obſtruct the Refor- 
mation of Manners that is ſo happily carrying on not only 
in theſe Three Kingdoms, but in other Parts of the 
World; his Majeſty by his "Proclamations, and our late 
Repreſentatives in Parliament by their Addreſs to him, 
having publickly declar'd, That the Debauchery and Pro- 


phaneneſs of the Nation is chiefly owing to the Negligence of 


Magiſtrates in the Execution of their Office, and their ill 
Example; which ought to be ſo dreadful a Conſiderati- 


on to all that ace concerned in the Charge, that I ſhal] 


not offer to aggravate it: I chuſe rather to ſay, that as 
any former Remiſneſs of Magiſtrates, or perhaps Back- 
wardneſs of your Brethren, or of the Magiſtrates of 


your County, can by no means be allowed to be a ſuf- 


ficient Excuſe for your neglecting to do what you have 
unqueſtionable Authority, great Advantages, (at this 
time more eſpecially) and many Engagements upon you 
to do; ſo in the faithful Diſcharge of your Duty, you 
may render your ſelf a Bleſſing to your Country, and 
to the whole Kingdom; nay, by your zealous Executi- 
on of your Truſtand Authority in theſe matters at this 
Juncture, and by the Influence of your good Example, 


you may be in ſome degree inſtrumental inthe reforming 


not only of Chriſtendow, but of Mankind; and this 
will moreover undoubtedly procure you the Approbati. 
on of your own Conſcience, and the Applauſe of good 
Men, and may be a means of your obtaining an ever- 


laſting Recompence in the next World. Whichis ſin- 
cerely wiſh'd-by, 1 
. „, 
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The Preſentment of the Gin lemen of the Grand Jury for 
the County of Middleſex, on Monday the 2d. of 
June, 1701. to the Court of the King's-Bench. 


15S Majeſty by his repeated Proclamations having ta- 


ken Notice with great Concern, of the open and 


avowed Practice of Vice and Prophaneneſs in this King- 
dom, to the high Diſpleaſute of Almighty God, and great 


Scandal of Chriſtianity ; and that this nath been occaſioned in 


a great meaſure by the Neglect of parting in Execution thoſe 
good Laws which have been made for the Suppreſſing and 
Puniſhing thereof. 
And His Maj ily having ſtritiy charged and commanded 
all his Subjects, in their tevera; P.aces and Stations, to be 
very vigilaut and ſtrict in the Dilcov:ry and effe tual Proſe- 
cution and Puniſhment of a Perſons who ſhall he guilty of 
Bliſphemy, Prophane Swear:ns and Curſinz, exc:ijuuve Dri king, 
Lewdnzſs,. Prophanation of the Lord's. Day, or othet Diſſolute, 
Immoral or Diſorderly Practices, as they will anſwer it to 
Almighty God, and upon pain of his higheſt Diſpleaſure, 
And we the G: and Inqueſt of this County, having received 
an excellent Charge from this Honourable Court, enjoining. 


our Enquiry into the Matters aforeſaid, We think our ſelves 


obliged to take Notice of the great Advantages which. 
this Country has received from the Zea | 
good Magiſtrates putting. the Laws in Execution againſt Pro- 
phaneneſs and Debauchery, and likewiſe of thoſe worthy Gen- 
tlemen and Divines, who in this County meet in Societies, 
for the efſectual aſſiſt ing them therein, and who have been 
incouraged thereunto by the publieck Approbation of many of 
the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Honourable Judges. 
Vet not withſtanding, through the Negligence of Conſta- 
bles, Headboroughs, and other Inferior Officers, the Execus 
tion of the ſaid Laws is very much obſtructed, to the great 
couragement of Offenders, and Prejudice. of the Pub- 
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We do therefore preſent ſuch of the Conſtables and Head- 
bordufhs as we have found negligent in the Execution of 
their Offices. 25 | 


* 
2 


— 


The Preſentment of the Grand Jury for the City of 
London, at juſtice-Hall in the Old-Bailey, the 
4th Day of June, 1701. and Ordered by the Cont 
to be Printed. | | 


"YH1S Honourable Coutr having taken Notice, in the 
1 admirable Charge given to us, of the great Advanth- 
ges which this City bath received from the Zeal and Indu- 
ry of choſe Gentlemen and Citizens, who, in and about 
this City, are concerned in Societies, for the Promoting more 
eflectually the Execution of the Laws againſt Prop haben 
und Debauctery, in purſuance to His Majeſty's Proclama- 
cions, and who have received the publick Approbation of 
many Perſons in high Stations in Church and State. - 
We the Grand Jury of this City, do think it becomes us 
to return our hearty Thanks to thoſe worthy Perſons who 
are thus engaged in Societies, for the Promoting a Reforma- 
tion of Mawiers, ſo abſolutely neceſſaty to our Welfare; and 
we hope their etigaging ſo heartily in this Noble Deſign, 
will be an Encouragement to others to join with them, for 
the eflecting a more general Reformation, 
| 1 978 n 
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Tbe Pre ſent ment of the Grand Jury for the County of 
Buckingham, at the Aſſizes held for the faid 
County, 1701. RE PONIES 5 


Eing encouraged by His Majeſty's Proclamation now 
read to us, 'as alfoby your Lotyſhip's moſt excellent 
Charge, we the Grand Jitry of the County V{Bvolls, 460 
think we can do no leſs than to take notice of the ſeveral Bo- 
| erties 


(6557 
cieties erected for the Promoting of a Reformation of Maurers; 
and particularly we deſire to return. our hearty Thanks to 


thoſe worthy Gentlemen and Clergy who meet Monthly at 
Hendover, in the laid County, in order to effect the ame. 
And we hope their appearing in fo pious a Delign, will ani- 
mate others to come in and join with them. And this we 
preſent as the particular Sentiment of us, whoſe Names ar 


hercunto Subſcribed. | 


'T be Preſen' ment of the Gentlemen of the Grand- 'nqueſt 
for the Aſſizes held a! Nortnampron, for the jaid 
Count, the 3d day of March, 1701. 


2 Hen we reflect on the many. Bleſſings we enjoy under 
-YY Hs Majeſty', auſpicious Reign, and pious Care, 
maniſeſted by repcaced Proclamations, to pxeſerve us from 
Vice and Imwwralities, (Encmics that KT ain Keel In- 
fluence on a Nation and Kingdom) we cannot but think it a 
- ſuitable Expreiſion of our Graricude and Duty at this time, 
to declare our Readineſs and Relolution, in pur reſpective 


Stations to compiy with His Majeſty's Commands, by. en- 


nalges, Heth in this 


Je 
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The Preſentment of the Gentlemen of the Grand Inqueſt "ooh | 

the County of Southampton, at the Aſſizes beld at 
 Winton-Caſtle, ihe th day of March, 1701. 

FL \Ommanded by His Majeſty's moſt excellent Proclamas- 

tion againſt Vice, [mmorulity and Prophaneneſs, in pur - 


ſuauce of your Lordſhip's Ditections, excited by the Pious 


Zeal of many worthy Perſons engaged in Societies for tlie 
Promoting the Slorious:Detiga thereof, encouraged by thac 
viſible Succeſs their joint Endeavours have, through God's 
Blefling, had in many Parts of this Kingdom towards eſſect- 
ing a Reformation of Manners: We take this Opportunity to 

expres our fatisfaRion thereat, and to profeſs our readineſs - 
to contribute oue Afiftance: for the Advancement of fo good 
a Work, and crave leave to lay before your Lordſhip and this 
Honourable Bench, that we conceive the great Obſtruction 
and lmpediments hereunto do proceed, not only from the 
Negligence of Conſtables and other Officers in their reſpe- 
Rive Places, but alſo trom the multitude of diſorderly Ale - 
Houſes, wherein not only, exceſſive drinking. and other vici- 
ous Practices are promoted, but alſo an Opportunity given 
to diſſolute and profligate Fellows reſorting thereunto, toen- 
tice and allure Young Perſons into. wicked Confederacies, 
and Prophanatzon of the Lord -D GM ͤ bs oe Path tt 
We therefore humbly hope, that all Magiſtrates, in their re- 

ſpective Stations, will uſe their utmoſt Endeavours to dit. 
courage and puniſh ſuch Evil Practices. 
1 e . N * 


| 
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The Preſentment of the Grand- Jury of the County of 
Nottingham, at the Afſizes beld for the- ſaid County, 
the 14th day of March, 170. 
THE Honourable Court having in their Charge to ns, 
preſſed the Obligation we lie under, to make diligent 
Enquiry into the Breach of thoſe Excellent Laws made for the 
| . Suppreſſing 
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Suppreſling of morality and Prophaueneſi, do think it becomes 
us, for the Encouragement of all ſuch Perſons who have vo- 
luntarily ſorm'd themſelves into Societies, and by their joint 
Endeayours have made themlelves more capable to be inſtru- 
mental for the Re/ormati » of Manners, to take notice of their 
pious Zeal, and alto of the viſible Succels that hath through 
the Blelling of God, accompanicd their Endeavours for ob- 
taining the aforcſaid End in many Parts of this Kingdom. 

We crave-leave to lay before your Lordſhips and this Ho- 
nourable Bench, that we conceive a great Obſttuct ion and 
Impediment to this moſt excellent Deſign, proceeds not only 
from the neglect o unſtables and other Officers in their re- 
ſpective Places, but alto om the great Numbers of Diſorderly 
Ale Houſes in tus Town, to which many idle and diſſolute 
Pexſons do frequently reſort, and allure cthers into the like 
vile Practices ane Debaucheries with themſelves 5 which pubs 
lick Grievance, there have been ſome Endeavours to redrels, 
that have not yet met with the deſired Succeſs. 

We therefore humbly beg and hope, That ll Magiſtrates 
and others, would contribute their utmoſt Endeavouts for 
the Redreſs of thoſe Publick Grievances, and for the encou- 
ragement of the aloreſaid Societies, which will animate 
others that fear the Loi d, are faithful Subjects to Her Majeſty 
Queen Anne, (whom God preſerve) and true Lovers of theit 
Country, to join with them. e Bev 


The Preſentment of the Cd. Ju for the c of 
Monmouth, at the General 4ſſizes held at Mon- 
mouth, the 26th day of March, 17 /M 


LIIS lato Majeſty's Proclamation againſt Immorality and 

| Vice, back'd by the excellent Charge wereceiv?d from 
your Lordſhip at this preſent Juncture, hath obliged us ſeri- 
_ ouſly to weigh the ſeveral: Incoriveniencies that follow our 
too tender putting in Practice thoſe: wholſome-Law's injoin'd 


— 


- _ a ® * 
%. 


5 : 
d? he'd Lie Cs i 
I 3 j W” 


by our former Legiſlators, as well again Preſauert of the S4. 
bath, as other egrFious Criminals. 0 | 4 
The being rob'd of lo good and glorious a Prince we have | 

| 


lately been bereaved of, cannot bur be reckon'd among our 1 
greateſt Calamities: But we dare not tax Heaven with 5eve. 
rity for the ſame, when we conſider that our Provocations 
have juſtly diſarm'd us of ſo good a Guard. We mult ac: N 
knowledge that our Sufferings are of our own creating, and 
out Puniſhments proceed from a general Guilt of our own. 
We ſhall not therefore pretend to extenuate our Failings, by 7 
| recriminating upon |nferior Officers; but do hereby promile, 
| That nothing on our Parts & 66 be wanting for the future, (ei- 
ther as Chriſtians or Magiſtrates) to aflilt thoſe that are al- 6 
ready entred into Societies for ſtopping that nundation of 5 
Viet we ſee ready to ouerflow us, or to encourage others in 
ſo worthy an Undertaking: hoping thereby as well to jhgra- 
tiate our ſelves to that O nai. oceac provoked Power, o 
enervate that Pence who gtous upon our Weakneſſes, and 
eſtabliſheth his Empire upon the Ruine of out Religion, and 
Contempt ol our Laws. 
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The Preſentmnnt of the Grand Jury for the County of 
Derby, at: the A es held for the ſaid County, 


April 14. 1702, _ 


F \Ommanded by Her Majeſty's moſt excellent Proclama- * 

tion againſt Vice, Tumprality and Prophaneneſs, excited | 

by che pious Zeal of many Worthy Perſous engaged in Soci- 

etics for promoting the (Glorious Deſign thereof, encouraged I. i 

by the great Succels their joint Endeavours have had (by the 

Bleſſing of Almighty God) in many parts of this Kingdom, 
towards effecting a Reformation of Munners. We tale this 
Opportunity (encouraged thereunto by the Charge rhis Day | 

given to us) to expreſs our great Satisfaction therein, to 
profeſs our Readinels to contribute our utmoſt Aſſiſtance for 
: | the | 


a— 


the Advancement of ſo good a Work, andto crave leave-to 
lay before you, Her Majeſty's Juſtices of the Peace, 

That we hnmbly conceive, the great Obſtructions and 
{mpediments thereunto, do ptoceed not only from the Neg- 
ligence of Conſtables and other Inferior Officers in their re- 
ſpective Places, but allo ſrom the Multitude of unneceſſaty 

Ale- Houſes both in Market-Towrs, and the ſmaller Villages, 
wherein not only exceſſive Drinking, and other vicious Pra- 
Ciices are promoted, but alio an Opportunity given to diſſo- 
lute and profligate Fellows reiorting thercunto, to entice and 
allure Young Perſons into wicked Confeclef actes. | 
| We cannot doubt bu that, whenloever any Perſons ſhall 
have Occalion to reſort to you with any Informations againſt 
Offenders, in order to their CeaviRtion and Puniſhmenggthey. 
will have all due encouragement and Diſpatch, . 
Aud we do humbly conceive, that Prophancneſs and Im-. 
morality would not ſo ſhamefully abound, as now they do 
among us, if an Order of Seſſions was directed to all Con- 
ſtables and other Inferior Officers, ſtrictly requiring them di- 
ligently to do their Duties, in diſcovering and bringing to 
condign Puniſhment ſuch Perſons as hall dare to offend a- 
ga inſt thoſe exccellent Laws which are provided, and by our 
Pious and Gracious Queen commanded to be put in Executi- 
on, for the ſuppreſſing of Vice. — SEE 
And we do humbly pray, that an Order of Seſſions may be 
made and directed accordingly, WD 
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, OL ADYERTISEMENTS. 


| | AN Account of the Societies for Reformation of Manners in England 
| | and Jrelaud. Publiſhed with the Approbation of à conſiderable 
Number of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and of the Honourable 
Judges of both Kingdoms; and fince approved by divers of the Nobi- 


v 
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| lity, and by the Commiſſioners of the. General Aſſembly of the Church 
| ef Scotland, and likewiſe by the Commiffioners of the French Churches 
| min Englau; and is Tranilating into Latin, French, and High-Dutch 
Languages, for the Propagating of the Glorious Deſign of Reformation 
| in our neighbouring and Remote Nations. The Third Edition. Price 
| Bound one Shilling. | 

| A Help toa National Reformation. Containing an Abſtra& of the 
It Penal Laws againſt Prophaneneſs and Vice. A Form of the Warrants 
| iTued out upon Offenders againſt the ſaid Laws. A Blank Regiſter of 
| ſuch Warrants. Directions to Inferior Officers in the Execution ot their 
| Office. Prudential Rules for giving of Informations to the Magi- 
RP ſtratss in theſe Caſes. And a Spec imen of an Agreement tor the For ning 
ö a Society for Reformation of Manners in any City, Town, or larger 
Village of the Kingdom. To which is added, tits Ma city's Uiocla- 
mation for prevent ng und puniſhing Immorality and Frepaamcneſ, and 
the late Act of Parliament againſt Prophane C:rjrg and >ve wring, Which 
are to be red Four times a Year by all Miniſters in their re. pect ve 
Churches ind Chappels throughout the.Kinzdom, &c. Printed for the 
Eaſe of Mag ſtrates, Miniſters, and Inferior Officers, and the Direction 
and Encouragement of private Perſons, who, in any part of the King- 
dom; are engaged in the Glorious Work of Reformation, or are reli 
giouſly diſpoſed to contribute their Endeavours for the Promoting of it. 

_ Price ftitely& Ge: 6 3-2 25501 1 8 
A Kind Caution to Prophane Swearers. An Earneſt Perſwaſive to 
the ſerious Obſervance of the Lord's Day. A Rebuke to the Odious 
Sin of Uncleanneſs. A Diſſwaſive from the Sin of Drunkennelſs. 
A ſhort Anſwer to the Objections that are made againſt thoſe who 
ive Informations tothe Magiſtrates of the Breaches of the Laws againſt 
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Prophaneneſs and Debauchery. A Letter from a Miniſter to- 
his Pariſhoners, ſhewing the ee Duty incumbent on all Per- 
ſons to give Informations to the Magiſtrate, as well againſt Prophane 10 


Curſing and 8 as againſt other Crimes and Miſdemeanours. 
Price One Penny each. ©. WA @1 
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Printed and Sold by J. Downing in Bartholomew-Cloſe near Smithfield 


